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SOLUTIONS 


If the W. P. A. would only inaugur- 
ate a project to collect all the solutions 
to the Jewish problem and the plans to 
combat anti-Semitism and issue them 
in book form, it would turn out a very 
interesting piece of work and would, 
incidentally, give employment to all 
the unemployed, so numerous are the 
panaceas advanced at one time or an- 
other. The latest suggestion to come 
to our attention is authored by the well 
known writer Stuart Chase in the cur- 
rent issue of Common Sense. Mtr. 
Chase suggests that Gentiles should 
claim to be partly Jewish whenever 
they hear someone make anti-Semitic 
statements in their presence; the nar- 
row-minded bigots would then be so 
confused and bewildered that they 
would “close their silly mouths.” 


It is very nice of Mr. Chase to offer 
this suggestion. His motives are no 
doubt of the noblest, but we consider 
this plan with some apprehension. As 
it is, every Jew looms as large as a 
mountain in the eyes of those who 
would rather see us anywhere but 
where we are. Ask any anti-Semite 
how many Jews there are in the U. S. 
and he will give you the most fantastic 
figures—twenty, thirty, forty million 
and even more. Even now, when Jews 
are only about four per cent of the 
population, we haunt the dreams of 
the pure Aryans as a terrifying multi- 
tude. Should such “Aryans” be con- 
fronted with persons claiming Jewish 
blood at every countryside general 
store and post office, they would no 
doubt be confused and bewildered for 
the moment but would go away mut- 
tering to themselves that their worst 
fears have come true and that there is 
no corner of the land, however remote, 
but what a part Jew lurks behind the 
apple barrel in the store. 


However, we are more concerned 
with the reasoning of Mr. Chase than 
with the reactions of some racial fan- 
atic. In his article, Mr. Chase goes 
through what he considers to be the 
characteristics distinguishing the Jew 
from other Americans and he comes to 
the conclusion that these are insignifi- 
cant. But Mr. Chase is really only 
shadow-boxing and he knows it. For 
at the end of his article, after debunk- 
ing all the “differences,” he admits his 
own perplexity. “I am quite aware 
that all this fine reasoning doesn’t help 
the Jews or make anti-Semitism less 
menacing.” 


He admits that this reasoning will 
not work. But will his plan be more 
successful? Will saying: “Some of 
my best relatives are Jews’ work the 
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miracle which “Some of my _ best 
friends are Jews” failed to achieve? 
I doubt it. I think Mr. Chase doubts 
it too. 

We appreciate Mr. Chase’s sincerity 
and the sincerity of those who will 
follow his suggestion. There have 
been similar, more dramatic phenom- 
ena before. There has been the case 
of the German professor who adopted 
Judaism together with his entire fam- 
ily when Hitler came to power as a 
gesture of sympathy, in order to share 
the fate of the persecuted. Such cases, 
as well as Mr. Chase’s plan, are com- 
forting and reassuring, Put aside from 
being a demonstration of humanity, 
they will achieve little. 


AN OFT-ASKED 
QUESTION 


Mr. Paul Novick, Communist Party 
authority on Jewish matters, writes as 
follows: (Morning Freiheit, Jan. 7) 
“When your neighbor is outside your 
window crying for assistance, you, as 
a human being, will not ask him for 


his political passport . . . You will not 
let him die because you don’t agree 
with his political beliefs! You will 
not even think whether you are too 
crowded in your own apartment.” 


Well said, Mr. Novick! But do 
you mean what you have said? Why 
haven’t the Communists raised their 
voice in demand that Russia too should 
admit some refugees? Speaking of 
“crying for assistance,” Mr. Novick, 
haven't you seen a certain letter from 
a refugee living in the open on the 
Polish border which recently appeared 
in some papers? Here is an excerpt 
from it: “I am happy to inform you 
that my little child died from typhoid 
this morning.” Yet Poland is very 
close to Russia and this refugee, like 
many others, could easily be taken into 
that country. 


It is very easy, but not very honest 
for a Communist to hold forth in such 
a grand manner while keeping silent 
on Russia’s indifference to the plight 
of the refugees. S. K. 
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SOFT SPEECH AND THE BIG STICK 
RESIDENT ROOSEVELT has asked Con- 


gress for an additional appropriation of 525 
million dollars for national defense which would 
raise the total sum for defense purposes to $1,- 
661,558,000. This is by far the largest sum spent 
for this purpose during peace time. And yet, with 
a full realization of the horrors and possible out- 
come of modern war we say that this appropria- 
tion is justified. It is justified for two reasons. 
One of the reasons is that it may inspire some very 
sound fear into the hearts of the fascist nations 
and there can be no possible doubt after the Presi- 
dent’s message at the opening of Congress that 
this increased appropriation was motivated by 
this very purpose. The second reason is that 
should war actually come, despite everything, the 
preparedness of the democratic countries may 
easily shorten its duration and assure a favorable 
outcome. 











Do we want war? No! We definitely do not 
want it. Do we believe that the democratic cap- 
italist countries are ideal states? No! We do 
not! We know that economic oppression exists 
even in such democracies as the U. S. and that 
discrimination is practiced even in democracies 
against minorities and other weak groups. In 
this age of retreat and confusion we maintain that 
exploitation exists in the democratic countries and 
that it should be done away.with. We reafirm 
our belief that a social order which would do 
away with exploitation and would afford freedom 
plus a decent standard of living is an absolute 
need for the progress and happiness of humanity 
and that such a state should be fought for with 
all means except those that might defeat the end 
in view. 

But with a full realization of the above facts 
we must not repeat the errors committed by many 
radicals in the past when they lumped all capitalist 
countries under the same heading. Humanity has 
paid dearly for such “brilliant” policies as that 
of the Communists who in the past had proclaimed 
war on Socialists and reactionaries alike because 
the former did not follow a policy of violent 
revolution. Such oversimplified reasoning is cer- 
tain to lead to disaster. The world in which we 
live is much more complicated and does not lend 
itself to being divided into a childishly simple 
pattern of blacks and whites, of absolute good and 
absolute evil. There are many intermediate 
phases and, sometimes against our will, we are 
forced to choose a lesser evil despite the realiza- 
tions of its imperfections. 














With all their shortcomings, the democratic 
countries are still the only livable places. Any 
action by the U. S. at the present time which 
will wield the big stick in the face of the Nazis 
and their like is therefore to be approved. The 
howl with which Roosevelt’s request for increased 
appropriations was met in the German press and 
its afhliates is sufficient indication of whose foot 
the defense appropriation shoe will pinch. 


We do not look upon the increased appropria- 
tion with any jubilation. There is no joy nor 
gladness in its passage. But unless one confines 
himself to an austere hermitage of uncompromis- 
ing righteousness in disregard of all realities, one 
must at times sanction actions which in themselves 
are not above moral reproach. 


JEWISH VETERANS 
FIGHT COMMUNISM 


HE “JEWISH WAR VETERANS” are an 

estimable group devoted to pure Americanism. 
At such an objective none can cavil. We do, 
however, wonder about some of the veterans’ 
methods. In their zeal to display their 100% 
patriotism, the Jewish War Veterans are sporting 
a button, bearing the slogan: “Fight Commun- 
ism.’ Naturally the Jewish War Veterans have 
just as much of a right as any other organization 
to fight communism, if they are so inclined. They 
have every right to wear buttons to show that 
their hearts are in the correct place. But in 
their crusade against all “isms” except American- 
ism, why do they single out communism? Would- 
n’t their buttons look just as pretty if they added: 
“Fight Fascism’? Surely the Jewish War Vet- 
erans consider fascism and naziism targets worthy 
of attack. Of course, we know the answer to our 
rhetorical questions. The Jewish War Veterans, 
like a number of other Jewish groups, have dis- 
covered the source of Jewish woes. People think 
that Jews are communists, and if the Jewish War 
Veterans can disassociate Jews from the stigma of 
communism, all will be well in Israel. Father, 
Coughlin will recant in public and go out of busi- 
ness. The Bund and allied spirits will make a 
bonfire of their allegations and dance ring-around- 
a-rosy with their Jewish neighbors. All good 
Americans will learn the truth at last, and de- 
famers will bite the dust. It is an idyllic picture, 
and if there were the remotest chance that such 
would be the ultimate outcome, we would have 
nothing but admiration for the brilliance of the 
strategy. Unfortunately, that’s not how it works. 
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Anti-Semitic propagandists are not greatly 
troubled by the accuracy of their accusations. Not 
all the buttons from all the button-factories will 
close one foul mouth or stop one imbecile lie. 
Buttons can only serve one purpose: to declare 
one’s allegiance, one’s place in the struggle. And 
surely no Jew, no American of dignity, of ele- 
mentary self-respect, can afford to omit “Fight 
Fascism” from his declaration. 

The Jewish ex-warriors are doing Jewry no 
service. By their emphasis, they are in a sense 
subscribing to the charge they most dread. Pro- 
testations are always suspect. The lady who pro- 
claims her virtue though she be an authentic model 
of chastity, adds little to her fair name. No, the 
Jewish War Veterans have not discovered the 
magic formula which will slay the dragon of anti- 
Semitism. If he is to be felled, it must be by 
direct onslaught and not by side-sallies. If the 
Jewish War Veterans are going in for the role of 
St. George, let them furbish up their armor and 
face the enemy squarely. His name is known. 


THE FAILURE OF BIRO-BIDJAN 
A WARSAW dispatch to the New York Times 


of January 15th, characterizes the Biro- 
Bidjan experiment as a failure. This conclusion 
seems to be justified by the facts. Ten years have 
passed since the foundation of what was.to be a 
Jewish Home in the Soviet Far East, and fewer 
than 20,000 Jews are to be found in the Jewish 
“Republic”. The dispatch, however, succeeds in 
giving an erroneous impression as to the causes 
of this failure. According to the Times, “efforts 
were made to convert it (Biro-Bidjan) into a 
home for Jews not only of the Soviet Union, but 
also Poland, Lithuania, America and even Pales- 
tine” but the Jews were not interested in pioneer- 
ing and agricultural colonization. This indiffer- 
ence led to the importation of non-Jews to man 
farms deserted by the Jews for whom they were 
originally established. 


Any uninformed reader of this lugubrious re- 
port must ask himself why the Jews of Central 
Europe failed to avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to create an “autonomous Jewish Republic” 
on the River Amur. Why did they reject this 
magnanimous offer on the part of the Soviet 
Union? Why did they disdain the chance to 
colonize a practically uninhabited region contain- 
ing 5 million acres of arable land, rich with timber 
and mineral resources? The answer is short and 
simple. They never had the chance. Foreign 
Jews were not admitted to Biro-Bidjan. A few 
years ago the Soviet Government announced that 
it would admit 1,000 selected Polish Jewish fam- 
ilies provided they were equipped with the neces- 
sary capital outlay; it also invited several hundred 
mechanics from Lithuania. Little came of even 
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these highly restricted invitations because of the 
difficulties of getting within the borders of the 
Soviet Union. It is now admitted that Polish or 
German Jews have no more opportunity to get 
into Biro-Bidjan than into any other part of 
Russia. The Soviet Union is closed to foreign 
Jewish colonization, just as it is closed to Jewish 
refugees. 

The only Jews that can get to Biro-Bidjan are 
Russian Jews, but there is certainly nothing in 
their environment to foster the Jewish national 
sentiment required for a pioneering venture in 
Asia. The Jews who need Biro-Bidjan are not 
admitted. That is the crux of the matter. The 
attempt to explain the collapse of Biro-Bidjan in 
terms of a Jewish disinclination for agricultural 
colonization is unjust and untrue. No doubt the 
Soviet Union is having some uncomfortable mo- 
ments. It is being asked embarrassing questions, 
among the most embarrassing of which must be: 
‘Why do you not open the gates of your vast land 
to the victims of fascism?’ The communist apol- 
ogists have been cooking up many answers, among 
which the present revelations in regard to Biro- 
Bidjan may probably be included. It is a little 
disingenuous of the Soviet to shut its doors tightly 
against all comers and then lament that no one 
appreciates its hospitality. 


WISHFUL THINKING 


HERE JS a gentleman named Robert Briscoe 

now touring the U. S. on behalf of the New 
Zionist Organization expounding a daring “plan” 
to transfer one million Jews from Europe into 
Palestine during the next two years. To refresh 
the memory of those who may have forgotten, or 
never known it, the New Zionist Organization is 
no other than the Revisionist group which left the 
World Zionist organization a few years ago 
under the leadership of their fuehrer Jabotinski. 
This reminder will serve to explain a lot, for the 
Revisionists have long since been known for the 
extravagant and futile plans with which they 
sought to discredit responsible Zionist activity. 
It was Jabotinski who once suggested cessation 
of constructive Zionist work until England is 
forced to grant Jewish demands. It was the Re- 
visionists who introduced semi-fascist military or- 
ganization of Jewish youth in Europe, fostered 
the “leader” principle and sought to channelize 
the dissatisfaction of a hopeless generation into 
chauvinist and adventurist grooves. 

Mr. Briscoe’s present plan suffers from the 
same weaknesses. Everyone will agree with what 
he wants to be done. But the fact remains that 
he can offer no plausible manner in which to at- 
tain these ends. Mr. Briscoe is a member of the 
Irish parliament and he knows his Irish history. 
When asked, what if England should interfere 
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with the plan or refuse to get out of Palestine, he 
advised using the methods of the Irish rebellion 
and getting the U. S. to exert pressure on Great 
Britain. The Arabs? Set up five states—four 
Arab and one Jewish to include -Palestine and 
Trans-Jordan. There is room for all. 


All this is true; there is room for all. But 
unfortunately our present world is so organized 
that the existence of room and opportunities is 
no guarantee that those who need them will be 
allowed to help themselves. Mr. Briscoe is a 
practical politician and he should know this. In 
the Irish parliament he deals with concrete reali- 
ties and he ought to know that mere wishful 
thinking can achieve but little and that a statement 
of the problem is as yet not a solution. 


The sad part of this entire tour is that a man 
who is practical in his everyday affairs becomes 
so unrealistic where Jewish matters are concerned. 
The seriousness of the situation today should 
prohibit anyone from indulging in unrealizable 
Messianic promises and plans such as Mr. Briscoe 
is now proposing to audiences in this country. 
Energy should be conserved for the more con- 
structive and realistic tasks of the moment. 


But while it may be lack of responsibility for 
one man to engage in expounding unreal plans, it 
is unforgivable callousness on the part of an 
organization to sponsor such a lecture tour merely 
to gain prestige and to capitalize on the suffering 
of a people. 


RELIEF CUT 
| prnacaphage ENCOURAGED by their 


gains in the recent elections, the Republicans 
in Congress are again trumpeting the economy 
note of the GOP elephant. The cut of 150 
million dollars from the deficiency relief bill which 
the House and Senate passed was backed by 
twenty of the twenty-three Republican Senators. 
Together with the conservative Democrats who 
favored the cut, they constitute a formidable re- 
actionary block that threatens the gains in social 
legislation. What this cut will mean to the millions 
on work relief is quite obvious. Many will be 
discharged at once and the threat of discharge, 
a state of suspense that is enervating and demoral- 
izing in the extreme, will hang over the others. 
The Republican plan of shifting a greater load 
of the relief burden on the states and municipali- 
ties—a plan so disastrously applied during the 
Hoover administration—is now recognized by 
everyone really concerned with the situation of the 
unemployed as bankrupt. The mayors of the 


largest cities have appealed to the delegations 
from their states to favor the full appropriation 
as recommended by the President. 
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That the slogan of economy is but a camouflage 
to hide other intentions is immediately apparent. 
The same conservatives who supported the relief 
cut readily voted for the increased armament ap- 
propriations. Their opposition was motivated by 


altogether different reasons. It is the old reac- 
tionary “rugged individualist”? conception that the 
government should not undertake responsibility 
for the fate of the unemployed. The sum in- 
volved is paltry when considered in relation to the 
entire national budget. It is the die-hard prin- 
ciple that the Republicans and conservative Demo- 
crats are fighting for. Unemployed workers occu- 
pied on relief projects are not only being tided 
over their economic difficulties; they also learn a 
lessson in responsible relationship between govern- 
ment and citizen. It is this lesson that the con- 
servatives wish to undo. 


Should this relief cut be enforced, it would not 
only cause added hardships to thousands but it 
would also be a blow to a vital principle of the 
New Deal. A battle almost won would have to 
be refought again. 


NAZI MYTH EXPLODED 
RYER SINCE the inauguration of the New 


Deal, Nazis and their American followers 
carried on a whispering campaign—often in tones 
exceeding a whisper—to the effect that Roosevelt 
and the New Deal were dominated by Jews. Of 
course, no sensible people believed this nonsense. 
But if anyone still had doubts on this subject, 
the nomination of Felix Frankfurter to the office 
of Justice of the Supreme Court should have laid 
these insinuations to their final rest. It is well 
known that many “influential” Jews approached 
the President on more than one occasion with the 
purpose of dissuading him from making this nomi- 
nation. The motive behind these moves is quite 
obvious. The higher a Jew is placed in the eco- 
nomic and social scale, the more fearful he be- 
comes and the more he would like to become indis- 
tinct by remaining in the background. In this 
particular case, the argument was advanced that 
the elevation of a Jew to the post of justice of 
the Supreme Court might aggravate some bigotted 
elements in the population and by centering the 
spot light on a Jew, anti-Semitism may grow. 
The President’s nomination of Frankfurter de- 
spite the “good advice” from Jews may therefore 
be taken as convincing proof that he is not “con- 
trolled” by them. 

The acclaim with which Frankfurter’s nomina- 
tion and confirmation were met by all liberal ele- 
ments is a good barometer of the mood of the 
country and indicates how unfounded the fears of 
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the “influential” Jews had been. With the excep- 
tion of a handful of radical-haters of the type of 
Mrs. Dilling there was no open challenge to the 
nomination even on the part of recognized con- 
servatives. It is fortunately apparent, that short 
of the presidential office itself, racial and religious 
considerations are still relegated to the back- 
ground where the federal government is con- 
cerned. We hope that this policy of considering 
the qualifications of a man rather than his racial 
origins will continue in effect. 


PALESTINE DAY 
HE NATIONAL CONFERENCE on Pal- 


estine that was held in Washington in mid- 
January transcended in importance the usual gath- 
ering of this type. For one thing there emerged 
from it the joint effort of American Jewry in the 
form of the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees 
and Overseas Needs. This in itself is a significant 
development. The urgency of the hour demanded 
that one central campaign be conducted for Pales- 
tine as well as Diaspora needs. The elimination 
of wasted energy will no doubt amply justify this 
move and will redound to the benefit of the ref- 
ugees and of the work in Palestine. It also clearly 
demonstrates the role of Palestine today in allay- 
ing Jewish need; the two are no longer divergent 
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and a solution, even though a partial one, to the 
refugee problem can be found in Palestine. This 
pooling of effort will be greeted by everyone inter- 
ested in the welfare of the refugees and the pro- 
gress of Palestine. 


But this conference gained additional signifi- 
cance from the words of its participants. The 
speech of Robert H. Jackson, Solicitor General of 
the U. S. who addressed the gathering on “The 
Challenge to the Christian Conscience” is an out- 
standing example of a sincere and deeply con- 
sidered attitude. His exposition of the underly- 
ing tenets of a free democratic regime was a 
masterpiece that could with profit be read by all. 


The address of Jan Masaryk, son of the erst- 
while founder of the Czechoslovak republic 
breathed an understanding of the Zionist work in 
Palestine which reflected the sad experience of his 
own country. If only more people would learn 
from the recent European experiences, we would 
have many sincere friends indeed. 


In the meantime there is the concrete task— 
raising the quota of twenty million dollars which 
was adopted by the United Jewish Appeal for 
Refugees and Overseas Needs. Will American 
Jewry live up to its obligations? We earnestly 
hope that it will. 


Cultural Dilemma Of The Refugee 


— HAVE been many historical catas- 
trophies that destroyed the old strongholds 
of life for a given part of society. Every revolu- 
tion was such a catastrophe. One may naturally 
maintain that social revolutions have brought con- 
siderable progress to humanity as a whole, in spite 
of the havoc they have played in the lives of in- 
dividuals. Yet, the socialist particularly, will not 
overlook the misery and suffering that innocent 
individuals have experienced as a result of such 
upheavals. A socialist is specially concerned with 
the misfortune of the members of a historically 
doomed social group, since he does not hold the 
individual responsible for the behavior of the 
social setup to which he belongs. 


On the other hand, there were also social catas- 
trophies that completely destroyed the cultural 
milieu which people had previously been accus- 
tomed to live in. Such was the result of each war. 
In addition to the anguish of physical hunger and 
death, there was the despair of spiritual torture, 
the realization that the established conceptions of 
morality, culture and civilization were suddenly 
abrogated and turned into their opposites. 


by Willi Schlamm 


The German Jews have now experienced both 
catastrophies simultaneously. They have lost the 
positions that had afforded them material security 
and, at the same time, they have been deprived 
of the cultural enviroment in which they had here- 
tofore thrived. This double disaster makes the lot 
of the German Jews extraordinarily difficult. 


The individual members of a historically defeat- 
ed group have the opportunity to reconstruct their 
lives under the new conditions created by each 
revolution. They can adapt themselves to the 
new social order within their own national entity. 
This kind of social assimilation is not only made 
possible by the new social order, but is expressly 
desired. Thus the nobility amalgamated with the 
middle class after the bourgeois revolution, and 
the middle class adopted the mode of life of the 
workers after the proletarian revolution. Those 
who underwent this change before the revolution, 
were considered as heroes; those who did it after- 
wards, were permitted (if they survived) to share 
in the social assimilation. As the old social frame- 
work was destroyed, the individual could fit him- 
self into a new one. 
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Nazism, however, has as much in common with 
social revolution, as thieving has with socializa- 
tion of property. Yet, it has totally expropriated 
a few hundred thousand German Jews. Perhaps 
it will be possible to transfer these Jews from 
Germany and, after they migrate, also to rescue 
them not only from pogroms, but from hunger 
as well. The prospects for the latter are none 
too bright, since there seems to be little room else- 
where for the German Jewish lawyers, doctors 
and merchants. Having lost completely the 
chances of continuing their old professions, they 
would need not only good will and valor, but 
much luck, to be able to earn their livelihood 
through manual labor. Nevertheless, this prob- 
lem can be solved, for it is primarily a question 
of organization. It was solved twenty years ago 
for the Russian, Greek and Armenian refugees 
who were absorbed at the time by the civilized 


‘nations. It is true, that in those years the world 


did not have a problem of permanent unemploy- 
ment. Still, if there is intelligent cooperation of 
all persons of good intentions, even today a few 
hundred thousand victims of barbarism can be 
provided room for a new start in life. 

The more difficult problem to solve is the 
second aspect of the catastrophe—the loss of their 
cultural milieu. 


The Zionist offers a definite solution to this 
problem. -He says: “The German Jews must 
finally realize that they belong to no other nation 
but the Jewish. The Jewish culture is sufficiently 
old, great and all-embracing, to supply a spiritual 
homeland for the German Jews as well”. This 
answer is correct under one‘ of the following two 
assumptions: either, that the German Jewish 
refugees immigrate into Palestine, or, if they go 
to other countries, that they settle among com- 
pact Jewish masses. No one will deny that it is 
dificult for adults to change their accustomed 
forms of cultural life. But in Palestine, or among 
compact Jewish communities outside of Palestine, 
the problem reduces itself to certain individual 
difficulties. On the whole, however, it is capable 
of a solution. 


The majority of German Jewish refugees will 
go, neither to Palestine nor to the other compact 
Jewish settlements. The German Jew who im- 
migrates into America or into an English colony 
has just learned his first lesson, that he is a Jew. 
If he has the slightest spark of self respect left 
in him, he will from now on accept his fate will- 
ingly. But if his newly adopted home is in a non- 
Jewish environment, how can he even learn the 
second lesson—how can he find his way to Jewish 
culture ? 


Assimilation is not a voluntary act and one does 
not obtain culture from books. Culture is a syn- 
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thesis of objective history and subjective ex- 
periences. Culture grows organically and slowly 
from generation to generation. One can find 
culture only within a given social milieu. The 
whole style and temperament of everyday life— 
the sum total of all impressions and experiences, 
through work, in the state and in the family,—all 
that is one’s culture. 


A Jew can acquire Jewish culture only within 
a Jewish social setting. Perhaps certain individ- 
uals may succeed in isolating themselves spiritually 
from their usual environment and be satisfied with 
a culture that is geographically distant from their 
everyday life. But the tremendous amount of 
will-power that this requires renders such a pro- 
cedure possible only for the select few. Large 
groups of people cannot thrive that way, especially 
—as is the case with the German Jews—when 
they have come into the new situation not by their 
own choice, but have been kicked into it by an iron 


heel. 


The German Jew has to learn a new language 
which is neither Yiddish nor Hebrew. He will 
have to apply to it all the spiritual flexibility that 
he still possesses. Who would really expect a 
forty-nine-year-old German lawyer to acquire 
simultaneously two languages—English and Yid- 
dish (or Hebrew)—both of which are totally 
strange to him? Furthermore, the German Jewish 
immigrant has to adjust himself to an entirely new 
mode of life, which is not Jewish, but American, 
English, or colonial as the case may be. The peo- 
ple with whom (we hope!) he will have to work 
and whose cultural patterns he will adopt, are 
not Jews. His children will attend English schools, 
and will grow into the new environment ten times 
faster than the parents. Perhaps those Zionists 
are right who issue a warning to the German 
Jewish immigrant not to be deluded by his new 
environment. It is quite possible that eventually 
the unfortunate refugee will fail in his second 
attempt at assimilation as well. This apprehen- 
sion is realistic but its logical consequence (the 
advice rather to amalgamate with the Jewish 
culture) is unrealistic, for life itself is illogical, 
not to speak of the life of the German Jew of 
our generation. 


I do not want to be misunderstood. I am pro- 
foundly convinced that the German Jewish im- 
migrant ought to know the futility of mimicry and 
that he ought to consider himself as belonging to 
a social entity of a common destiny—that of the 
Jewish people. I am as deeply convinced that the 
German Jewish immigrant ought to utilize all the 
power he may possess in excess of his struggle 
for life in his new environment, for the rescue of 
his more unfortunate brethren. What I am scep- 
tical about, is the appeal to the German Jewish 








8 


immigrant to transfer his allegiance to the Jewish 
culture. This appeal is being made to Jewish 
immigrants who differ radically from the masses 
of previous Jewish immigration. And that is a 
most essential fact. 


The earlier waves of Jewish immigration—for 
instance, the mass immigration of the Polish and 
Russian Jews to America—set in motion people 
who had previously lived in Jewish communities. 
Those people came from more or less compact 
Jewish settlements, and the culture that they 
brought with them into the new country, was 
essentially Jewish—in language, religion, mores, 
folklore and even in the kitchen. Jews, who never 
doubted their Jewishness, remained Jews also in 
their new homeland. They had to assimilate with 
the new environment, but not with Judaism, since 
the latter was never questioned by them. Their 
original culture which they sought to amalgamate 
with the cultural milieu of the new world, was 


Jewish. 


Furthermore, the social structure of the Ger- 
man Jewish immigrants has a specific cultural 
bearing on their present peculiar situation. The 
Polish and Russian Jews who left Europe in pre- 
ceding years, were in large numbers artisans in 
the old country. The German Jewish emigrants 
of today are primarily of the intellectual class. 
In so far as the Jewish artisans of Eastern Europe 
participated in the cultural life of the indigenous 
population, outside their own social milieu, they 
did it in their leisure hours. But for the German 
Jewish intellectuals, German science and art are 
not only free time activities, but intimate profes- 
sional pursuits. In a sense, the German Jew was 
more concerned with Goethe than the Russian Jew 
was with Pushkin. 


By their very language, upbringing and profes- 
sion, the German Jews are so completely per- 
meated with the German cultural atmosphere, 
that they often provoke (as we know) a painful 
reaction. No doubt, we all know the type of Ger- 
man Jew who has been flung out of Germany yet 
for many years continues to find fault with his 
new environment, saying tauntingly ‘in our coun- 
try’—1.e. in Germany,—“these or other things 
are better and more beautiful”. The German 
Jewish immigrant who behaves so ungraciously, 
certainly makes a nuisance of himself. But the 
tactless exuberance of this one reveals the quiet 
suffering of the better elements of immigrants, 
for the German Jew actually brings with him no 
other culture but the German. His destiny is 
Jewish, yet his consciousness is German. The 
world in which he had lived spiritually has now 
collapsed and not only does he have to learn at 
an adult age new ways of making a living for 
himself and his children but he has to learn how 
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to breathe in an entirely new cultural atmosphere. 
This will be particularly difficult for the more 
highly cultured among the German Jews. The 
superficial and non-serious type is apt to change 
his spiritual existence as quickly and unceremoni- 
ously as a book is exchanged in the library. A 
person of this type may be especially gifted and 
capable, but one is to beware of him. This ‘‘con- 
vertible”’, highly adaptable type has aroused anti- 
Jewish suspicion even among the decent elements 
of the German people. One who regards culture 
as an organically developed value, will be wary of 
people who accept a different culture as easily as 
if it were a cocktail that may be gulped down at 
one draught. One who can acquire a new culture 
in a day has never had an old culture of his own. 
One who has learned a new language but yester- 
day, may be able to use it for writing and adver- 
tising text, but certainly not for a poem. A Ger- 
man Jew who may turn into an Englishman over- 
night, will be of little credit to the English as well 
as to the Jews. 


A nation is a group of people with a common 
homeland, language, culture and history. One 
does not join a nation as one joins an athletic club. 
The German: Jews might come into the Jewish 
fold, gradually but without extraordinary diffi- 
culties if they would go to Palestine, learn the 
Hebrew language, live in the Jewish settlements 
and take part in the body-politic of their actual 
new homeland. But what an endlessly complicated 
case is that of a German Jew who cannot forget 
his German language, yet has to learn English and 
must find his place in the American surroundings 
and spend almost his entire energy in acquiring a 
new occupation which will assimilate him and his 
children in a foreign culture. Three life-times 
would be insufficient for all these tasks. Yet the 
German Jew of our generation has already passed 
the half mark of his one life—the more produc- 
tive half at that. 


The German Jew who wants to start a self- 
respecting existence anew in America, may be 
expected to fulfill only one requirement. He may 
without hesitation strive to attach himself to the 
American civilization, but he should always re- 
member that he is a‘Jew. One will naturally ex- 
pect me to describe both parts of this road in 
more concrete terms, but I am afraid I cannot 
prescribe a more concrete recipe. Nothing is 
more characteristic of our age than the growing 
consciousness on the part of all serious and re- 
sponsible persons that there is generally no 
ready-made patent-medicine for any phase of our 
social and individual ills. Everything is question- 
able nowadays; everything has become more dif_i- 
cult and more problematic. And the people who, 
in spite of it, claim that they “know it all,” ac- 
tually know less than we. 
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Nevertheless, something ought to be said about 
the stretch of life that lies before the German Jew 


in America. The better element among the Ger- 
man Jews will be careful not to outdo the native 
Americans in their attempt at Americanization. 
One has not yet acquired American culture if he 
learns to say “O. K.” in a broken English sentence. 
The German Jews in America should consider 
themselves for a long time to come as tactful 
guests and modest pupils. They will then refrain 
from shedding the valuable aspects of German 
culture which they have brought along, and they 
will thus be more welcome to American culture. 
The Jew, who has been dubbed by the Nazis as a 
“decomposing ferment in civilization” has for 
centuries been one of the essential forces in shap- 
ing a synthetic European civilization out of the 
individual cultures of the various nations. Even 
the opponents of assimilationism would not want 
to see America deprived of this great quality of 
the Jew. 


The German Jews, who could not have been 
rescued on the shores of this country without the 
good will of the American Jews, may finally real- 
ize that their attempt to deny their Jewishness 
while in Germany, was:of little use to them even 
in their private lives. While Germany still offered 
them the illusion of considering themselves as pure 
Germans, the German Jews callously and often 
even demonstratively refused to lend a helping 


hand to the suffering Jews of Eastern Europe.« 


Why should a pure German be concerned about 
those Polish Jews? But this attitude proved to be 
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of no avail. They were identified as Jews, even 
though they did not respond to the Jewish greet- 
ing. Now they are experiencing a replica of 
Kishenev which surpasses the original in horror 
a thousand times. Those German Jews who have 
been fortunate to escape to America should know 
that from now on they share in the objectively 
common destiny of the Jewish people and they 
should actively and passively draw from this fact 
the proper conclusions. Actively, they should 
aid with all their might the rescue work of the 
Jews. Passively, they should always be self- 
critical and should avoid doing anything, even at 
the expense of their personal careers, that might 
multiply the germs of anti-Semitism. And we 
know that these germs are present everywhere, 
even in the new country of the immigrant German 
Jews. 

My remarks are, as I said, not a recipe, nor 
may they be valid for the future. One cannot 
tell what the morrow may bring. The coming 
generation may find itself in an entirely new world. 
But we have experienced in the last few years too 
many catastrophies and horrors that were per- 
petrated “‘for the sake of the coming generation”. 
This “coming generation” seems to have been a 
very convenient excuse for all the bloodshed and 
atrocity. A living generation is properly provid- 
ing for the coming generation, if it takes good 
care of its own needs. The German Jewish im- 
migrants will best secure the happiness of their 
children if they will learn to live in harmony with 
their new environment and with themselves. 


The Jews in Tunisia 


bh geod ANOTHER Jewish Community, of 
ancient lineage and of long and deeply-rooted 
attachment to the country of its adoption, watches 
with nervous misgiving the looming shadows of 
international embroilments and wonders anxiously 
what turn of events may imperil its security and 
its future. 

No one can foretell the outcome of Italy’s 
“alarms and excursions” about the French North 
African Protectorate of Tunisia, or evaluate the 
real intent of Fascist ambitions and the lengths to 
which Mussolini is prepared to go to achieve them. 
Even from observation on the spot, it is difficult 
to appraise the probabilities of the present situa- 
tion because both the French and the Italians have 
assumed a “poker face” attitude and are saying in 
effect: “It’s your move next.” 


It is not difficult at all, however, to appreciate 
the deep havoc already wrought on the life of the 


@ by A. L. Easterman 


Tunisian Jews by the eruption of contending poli- 
tical forces in their country. These normally 
placid people have become profoundly disturbed 
by an: uncertainty which is rapidly growing into 
fear for their social and political status, if not 
yet for their physical safety. 


I do not suggest that the position of the 100,- 
000 Jews in Tunisia is one of immediate anxiety, 
but it is necessary to emphasize that it holds 
serious possibilities. Indeed, I regard their situa- 
tion as one of peculiar difficulty, exemplifying the 
combined ills of most Jewish minorities and con- 
centrating within it almost all the problems of 
Jewry in dispersion. 

Living alongside the Jews of Tunisia are three 
large distinct racial groups, the Arabs, the French, 
and the Italians, all politically conscious, ambi- 
tious, and basically antagonistic in political and 
social outlook and in aims. In numbers, the Jews 
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equal approximately the strength of the Italians 
and the French, whose populations, according to 
French official statistics, are roughly 95,000 and 
110,000 respectively. The Arabs number about 
2,400,000. In a conflict therefore between the 
French and the Italians for political domination 
in Tunisia the Jews form a vital factor. 


An Invidious Position 


In normal political adjustments they are open 
to the cajoleries and enticements of the rival fac- 
tions, with all the consequent evils. In abnormal 
circumstances like the present, with political pas- 
sions running high and racial animosity acute, they 
are by their very numbers and position exposed 
to the suspicions and menaces of the hostile par- 
ties. That is precisely the invidious position of 
the Tunisian Jews at this moment. 

The French naturally expect all the Jews to be 
100 per cent pro-French and anti-Fascist. The 
Fascists, before Mussolini’s adoption of Hitler’s 
anti-Semitic racial policy, expected them to be 
equally pro-Italian; and since Rome’s capitulation 
to Berlin they accuse the Jews of being pro-French 
and anti-Italian. , 

The position of the Tunisian Jews is rendered 
not less hazardous by the fact that there is 
ground for the Italian accusation. Fascist, like 
Nazi, mentality is crass enough to demand, if not 
loyalty, at léast neutrality from its victims and to 
threaten tem with further violence should they 
exhibit any tendency to sympathize with “the 
enemy.” Italian propaganda in Tunisia has in 
fact already adopted a violently anti-Semitic char- 
acter designed to incite the native Arabs against 
the Jews. The chief Fascist newspaper of Tunis, 
L’Unione, which acts under direct instructions 
from Rome and whose director Enrico Santa- 
maria is an important member of the Fascist party 
and chief propagandist in Tunisia, has adopted the 
customary and well-worn tactics of the totalitarian 
anti-Semites of Europe. The Jews, it alleges, 
dominate and corrupt Tunisia, control its politics, 
industry, and agriculture, and of course, despoil 
the Arabs of the fruits of their toil. 

This blatant and lying propaganda is designed, 
with Machiavellian cunning, to arouse the fears 
of the Tunisian Arab Nationalists, whose move- 
ment, in relation to the Jews, I shall discuss below. 
Italian propaganda goes further. It suggests that 
under the “protection” of the Fascists, the Tunis- 
ian Arab will be rid of the Jewish “obstacle” to 
his political liberty and his economic development. 

The Jewish position is further complicated and 
endangered by the presence in Tunisia of some 
10,000 Jews of Italian citizenship and nationality. 
Prior to Mussolini’s anti-Jewish decrees, the sym- 
pathies of these Jews were completely Italian and 
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largely Fascist. Many of the wealthier Italian 
Jews in Tunisia were not only loyal adherents to 
the Fascist Party in Italy but contributed exten- 
sively to its funds. They occupied high places in 
local official Italian circles. The legal adviser to 
the Italian Consulate was until recently a Jew. 
So was the managing director of L’Unione itself. 
Italian Jews of high military rank were closely 
associated with the Italian Consulate in Tunis. 
These, as well as the bulk of the Italian Jews in 
Tunisia, have now naturally swung away from 
the Fascists and have consequently incurred their 
hostility. 

But at the same time they have not earned the 
confidence of the French, whose suspicions and 
distrust of their former loyalties have not abated. 


Yet the French energetically exploit Italian 
anti-Semitism in order to encourage pro-French 
sympathy among the Tunisian Jews. French 
propaganda among the Jews is based on rousing 
fear of what would befall them under Fascism in 
Tunisia—confiscation of property, exclusion from 
the professions and municipal and government 
offices. 

The French make a great point—and a strik- 
ingly apt one—of the treatment of the 300 or so 
Tunisian Jews in Italy who have not been excluded 
from the anti-Jewish laws, in flagrant contraven- 
tion of the Franco-Italian convention of 1896, 
which provides that ““Tunisians in Italy and Ital- 
ians in Tunisia shall be received and treated as 
regards their persons and property in the same 
manner as the nationals” of the two countries. 


Disabilities of Native" Jews 


Towards the 85,000 Tunisian Jews, apart from 
the Italian Jews, the French maintain ‘a correct 
and formal relation,” but “‘there is no intimate as- 
sociation,” as a prominent Jew of Tunis expressed 
it to me. Some 7,000, mostly of Algerian and 
Moroccan origin, have under a naturalization law 
of 1923 adopted French nationality. Many more 
would have followed this course were it not 
that in 1930 the naturalization of Tunisian Jews 
as French citizens was suddenly abrogated by the 
local French Government at the behest of the 
Arab Nationalists, who protested that the con- 
tinued naturalization of Jews would result in 
Jewish ‘“‘domination.” The vast bulk, therefore, 
of the Tunisian Jews remains unemancipated. The 
French look upon them as “‘natives,” but with the 
difference that they are of less account, politically 
and socially, than the native Tunisian Arabs. This 
does not mean that they are under any disability, 
but that they cannot count, in an emergency, on 
the protection of the French to the same degree 
or on the same basis as can the Arabs. Besides, 
Tunisian Jews, whether by design or accident, 








=e oh 8 mm «nr 





ent 


sO 
led 
en- 
96, 
tal- 

as 
me 








FEBRUARY, 1939 


are not employed in the Government offices, so 
far as I could ascertain, in contrast with the large 
number of native Arab officials. 


There is, to this extent, discrimination against 
the Jews. Despite this, the Tunisian Jews, French 
naturalized and ‘‘natives,” are completely, even 
rabidly, pro-French, and this very fact is causing 
them grave disquiet. ‘Who knows,” they ask, 
‘what changes may come? Should Italian pres- 
sure, urging new alignements in Tunisia as the 
price of appeasement in Europe, succeed in ob- 
taining greater power and influence for the Fa- 
scists in this country, may we not, as elsewhere, 
become the scapegoats and the victims, suffering 
for our loyalty?” 

It is difficult to presage how far, in all circum- 
stances, French colonial policy would protect the 
Jews, if at all. It is not without pain that I have 
to record a deep anti-Semitic undercurrent among 
the French in Tunisia. Many army officers, 
soldiers in the ranks, officials, and private citizens, 
in discussing with me, not detecting my racial 
origin, professed undisguised anti-Jewish senti- 
ments, even hostility. If these sentiments are at 
all representative of local French opinion, they 
are ominous indeed because 70 per cent. of the 
entire French population of Tunisia are in the 
Government service in one form or another. 


Growing Arab Nationalism 


An important cause for apprehension with re- 
gard to the future of the Jews of Tunisia is the 
rapidly growing Nationalist movement among the 
Arabs. Though the Tunisians are not of pure 
Arab stock—they are a mixture of Arab and 
Mediterranean-Europeans—Tunisian Nationalism 
has made and is making rapid strides towards ef- 
fective articulation. The organized movement is 
estimated to have nearly 300,000 members, led 
by intellectuals and professional men, educated in 
Europe, especially in Paris, where they have been 
nurtured on the philosophies of democratically 
representative government and national inde- 
pendence. : 

The aims of this movement are for the present 
“Nationalism within a French framework’’; it 
realizes that, as things are, with France and Italy 
struggling for control, the Tunisian cannot stand 
alone in real independence. Its immediate de- 
mands are for fuller ‘‘collaboration” in the Gov- 
ernment and a greater share in the professional 
and intellectual life of the country. The young 
educated Tunisians want more and better Govern- 
ment jobs, and they are seeking, even more in- 
tensely, the plums of the medical, legal, and teach- 
ing professions. 

This is where the rising nationalistic movement 
is coming into conflict with the Jews. It is not 
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yet, at any rate, anti-Jewish; though, as I have 
pointed out, Fascist propaganda is actively in- 
flaming an anti-Semitic sentiment within it. 

Until recent times, the Tunisian Arab popula- 
tion was roughly divided into the land-working 
and small artisan class, on the one hand, and the 
wealthy land-owning class attached to the Court 
of the Bey or of independent means, on the other. 
Now the Arabs have evolved a new social class of 
merchants and professionals. They have come 
into competition with the Jews, who, as in Eu- 
ropean countries, have produced the doctors, 
lawyers, teachers, and, of course, the merchants. 
Jewish lawyers comprise, I was informed, some- 
thing like 85 per cent. of the practicing legal pro- 
fession. Most of the privately practising doctors 
and the hospital medical officers are Jews. A large 
proportion of the chief commercial enterprises 
are owned or controlled by Jews. The Arabs have 
become jealous, if not resentful, of this predomi- 
nance, and the Nationalists seek to “redress the 
balance.” 

It is interesting to note that the rising youth 
movement among the Arabs has also come into 
conflict with the Italians, and for much the same 
economic reasons. The Italians are mainly land 
workers, small artisans, and small tradesmen, and 
many important businesses are in Italian hands. 
Thus, the Italians compete directly also with the 
native Arabs. Moreover, the Italian keeps em- 
ployment strictly within his own family and na- 
tional circle, rigidly excluding native Arab labor. 
The Jews, on the other hand, are large and gen- 
erous employers of Arab labor. 

The economic conflict should really be, if any- 
thing, more acute as between Arabs and Italians 
than between Arabs and Jews. But the Tunisian 
native is chary of carrying into the open his re- 
sentment of Italian segregation and competition— 
the Italians in Tunisia have behind them the 
strong, protective arm of Mussolini. The Jews 
have nobody to help them. In matters of eco- 
nomic “redress,”’ the Nationalist has the support 
of the French authorities, who, whilst suspicious 
of Arab political pretensions, are willing to side- 
track them through appeasement in the way of 
economic reforms which may well be at the ex- 
pense of the Jews. 

There are, therefore, in this Arab Nationalist 
movement, politically conscious as it is, and closely 
following as it does the line of similar movements 
elsewhere, the seeds of danger for the Jews of 
Tunisia. 


Disconsolate, Disintegrating Community 


The most disquieting feature in the position of 
the Tunisian Jews is their lack of cohesion and the 
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symptoms of disintegration within the Community. 
The bulk of the Jewish population is distributed 
among the three large cities, Tunis, Sfax, and 
Sousse. The vast majority is poverty-stricken and 
engaged in small handicrafts, chiefly tailoring, 
woodwork, shoemaking, and the manufacture of 
cheap jewelry, and in petty shopkeeping. There 
is a large element of “‘luftmenschen.” 

Communal life is non-existent. When I sought 
the communal leaders I was told there were none. 
I inquired for a communal center or meeting place 
in Tunis ,where there are about 60,000 Jews, but 
found there was no such place. Communal and 
social life is restricted to cafe meetings and the 
homes. Even religious life is deteriorating— 
Synagogue attendances are steadily and rapidly 
dwindling. 

A deep depression has settled over and is en- 
gulfing the Tunisian Jewish Community. A sec- 


The Mortal Enemy 


‘ 


E SPEAK of anti-Semitism, hatred of Jews, 
. the eternal hatred of the eternal people, 
but how inadequate and colorless are these time- 
worn concepts. Anti-Semites of old could easily 
pass as saints today. In some respects anti-Semit- 
ism had been a spiritual movement—at any rate 
it had been a movement backed by a religion and 
tradition. Its main contention was that one hu- 
man group arrogated to itself special privileges 
in every country because it lacked a land of its 
own. Anti-Semitism did not presuppose active 
hatred of the Jew as a living human being, it did 
not even imply hatred of the Jews as a group. 
In most cases it limited itself to calling attention 
to some negative characteristics, group character- 
istics, that were the result of the special condi- 
tions in which the Jews found themselves, or to 
expressing disapproval of the Jewish approach 
to the problems of life. Even at the height of its 
hatred of the Jews, anti-Semitism did not deny 
them some human pity. True, the anti-Semitic 
movement concluded alliances with murderers and 
robbers when it found that necessary, but such al- 
liances were only termnporary and a result of prac- 
tical causes. Brutality which is practical is at 
least human. But today we are confronted with 
an abyss of venomous hatred which has no logic 
nor cause, no goal and no purpose, no ground in 
reason nor in emotion; we witness a putrid stream 
emanating from the lowest depths of human ex- 
istence which aims at the destruction of those it 
hates in body as well as in spirit, individually and 
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tion of the youth is struggling to emerge and re- 
assert Jewish vigour through sport activities and 
Zionism. Many of the young Jews, realizing the 
grim possibilities of impending danger through 
changing conditions, are eager to emigrate. But 
they, like so many in Europe, are asking ‘Whi-“ 
ther?’ They would if they could seek refuge in 
Palestine. 


“Our present is tolerable, our future is difficult 
and unpredictable,” was the best description of the 
position an intelligent and able young Jew of 
Tunis could give me. I would translate his words 
in this way—an inert, disconsolate, disintegrating 
minority, bearing the burden of the poverty of 
the many and the affluence of the few, caught in 
the clash of French fears, Italian ambitions and 
hates, and Arab revivalism, the future of this 
neglected, little-known Jewish Community of 
Tunisia is anything but hopeful. 


@ by E. Steinman 


collectively, those who are near-by as well as those 
who are far removed. This hatred that seethes 
in the body of the enemy causes the decay of his 
own being and destroys within him every human 
emotion and every spark of shame. 

Whatever the nature of this new destructive 
hatred may be, it is clear that it bears no relation- 
ship to the anti-Semitism of the past. In no man- 
ner is it either a continuation or an offshoot of the 
previous form. It is a new and unprecedented 
phenomenon unheard of before. At all times in 
the past Jews could find a partial rescue at the 
hands of some groups in the lands of their op- 
pression. The princes protected the Jews in their 
domains, or the church came to the assistance of 
the exiled; at times the masses extended aid either 
openly or secretly. Even during the most terrible 
eras, the Jewish religion was the target and not 
the Jews. The sons of the despised people were 
required to give up their faith in order to save 
their physical existence or their position as human 
beings. As Marranos, they could hide for a while 
under the protecting wing of the ruling faith and 
could hope for better times. 


II. 


It is frequently said that a wave of barbarism 
is engulfing us. I think that even the concept of 
barbarism pales besides the brutality of today. 
It may even be a slander on the good name of 
barbarism whose exact forms we do not know to 
this day. We have reason to assume that barbar- 
ism was an enlightened state when compared with 
the teutonic degeneration of today. The Greeks 
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held all other peoples to be barbarians, but what 
reason have we to conclude that the barbarian had 
no heart and no human emotions, that he did not 
pity old men, invalids, pregnant women and or- 
phans? Barbarism had its own standards, laws 
and customs which everyone was obliged to 
observe. 

The readiness with which we attach labels and 
names is rooted in the desire to do away with 
baffling phenomena which cannot be explained by 
ordinary reasoning and which thus worry us ex- 
ceedingly. We therefore farce a well known defi- 
nition upon everything incomprehensible to silence 
our minds. But here we are confronted with a 
phenomenon which doés not fit in with any cate- 
gory of events that we have known in history, and 
we follow the foolish habit of silencing our 
dismay with the magic of worn out names and 
definitions that do not fit the new circumstances. 
We declare that the Nazis are barbarians and 
we think that by saying this we have solved the 
riddle. Barbarians! Then why continue to probe 
and dissect? As long as we have defined the 
disease, we feel that we have fulfilled our duty 
and are satisfied. 

There is also no logic in the tag of madmen 
that we have attached to them in our endeavor 
to find an explanation. The madman is mad in 
every way, toward himself and toward others. 
When his madness seizes him he also harms him- 
self, possibly more than he does others. Has 
there ever been a case of one who is mad about 
one thing and sane in all other matters? If one 
appears to be so, the observing eye will doubtless 
discover something wrong in all his other actions. 
But while an individual may be deranged where 
one matter is concerned due to some fault in his 
nervous system, how can one explain the behavior 
of millions of people all of whom are struck with 
insanity where one particular matter is concern- 
ed? Madmen are incapable of maintaining a 
strong and unified organization for the execution 
of their destructive plans in such a thorough, 
brutal and inhuman manner. Madmen go berserk 
for a moment but they do not persevere in their 
depravity. What new type of madness is this 
whose victims conquer countries and nations with 
their wiles? 

I do not claim to have a simpler or more ac- 
ceptable explanation. Let us then admit that there 
is no explanation. Do not unexplained phenomena 
exist? Is not humanity ravaged by many un- 
identified diseases? Shall we therefore deny the 
existence of such diseases? It is best that we 
should admit our ignorance of the cause rather 
than deceive ourselves with easy explanations. 
Something has happened to a great and civilized 
section of humanity and we must seek its causes. 
In the meantime we stand before it confounded. 
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III. 


It is true that dispersion is an ancient “sin” of 
our people. But does this even in the least justify 
the crimes that are committed against us by the 
lowest scum of humanity? If we are wicked, then 
what are these sons of Cain? We are unjust to 
our exiled brothers in Germany if at this terrible 
hour we scatter salt on their wounds by preaching 
to them and saying: ‘“Unworthy sons, you have 
not listened to us, you did not heed our warnings 
and you were not as wise as we were when you 
failed to settle in Palestine and to invest your 
possessions there—while you still controlled them 
—in the upbuilding of a Jewish state.” All this 
may be true but not everything that is true should 
be said. There is a time for speaking out and a 
time for keeping silent. This also applies to moral- 
izing. The seventy thousand people in the con- 
centration camps, the thousands of widows and 
orphans, should not be chided for the past even 
though these arguments may enlighten others who 
can still be helped by warnings. Those who can 
and want to learn a lesson from the recent events 
will do so. Those who do not want to learn, or 
cannot learn (the two are synonymous) will not 
be affected by all our preaching. 

The very linking of exile, murder and atrocities 
with preaching to the victims hurts the truth and 
blocks the attempt to probe the roots of this 
phenomenon. The impression is created that the 
exiled, the suffering, the degraded have a share 
in these actions, that by their very existence in 
the strange country they cause their persecution. 
But we must not even vaguely allow that the teu- 
tonic wickedness is a consequence of the existence 
of a number of Jews in Germany. We must not 
grant even the slightest justification to the enemy 
nor share his view even for a moment. This rich 
person or that wealthy man should have partici- 
pated in the upbuilding of Palestine with his per- 
son and wealth during the good years of relative 
peace. But what connection is there between his 
non-participation and the dastardly teutonic fury? 
Dispersion is today as natural a phenomenon as 
the existence of homelands. All nations have con- 
siderable groups, counting millions, living outside 
their homelands. The crime of the Jews lies not 
in dispersion but in not having established a na- 
tional center of their own. But no center or state 
can or could provide for all the Jews, particularly 
if it should be called upon to absorb them at once. 
Do we then justify persecution of the many dis- 
persed Jewish groups who will settle in other 
countries out of necessity? We must answer this 
question in a categorical negative. The Jewish 
homeland that will be built up will be truly a 
“chosen land” where Jews will settle of their own 
free choice. We believe that millions will choose, 
of their own free will, to join the builders of the 
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homeland. But those who do not are equally en- 
titled to a place under the sun wherever they may 
be. We do not excommunicate them nor do we 
condemn them if they refuse or are too lazy to 
join the others who settle in Palestine. We do not 
say that because of this they deserve to be pun- 
ished; were we to say so we would become ideo- 
logical partners of our greatest enemies. 


Those who cherish the Zionist ideal must pro- 
tect it from all blemishes with which hatred 
against us may have marred it. Jewish renais- 
sance was not to have come about as a result of 
the age-old hatred of Jews and particularly not 
as a result of present day savagery. There is 
therefore no ground for the supposition that Zion- 
ism foresaw the horrors of our own days. Such 
a view is decidedly incorrect. Zionism did not 
foresee anything resembling it. Zionism visualized 
the return to Zion but could not even imagine the 
nightmare which oppresses us today. Zionism 
drew its strength from its faith in humanity. Had 
it not called for justice and international law? 
Had it not aimed to arouse the conscience of the 
notions? Did not Zionism base itself on logical 
reason? 


IV. 


They are not madmen but degenerates. They 
are not merely enemies but people intoxicated with 
hatred. They are not just murderers but instruct- 


‘ors of murder and robbery on an international 


scale. This is not an enemy from whom one can 
escape to a place where he is absent in.order not 
to be seen by him and thus to avoid his wrath. 
If this were so, aid to refugees and departure 
from the unclean land would suffice. But the cruel 
tyrant has a world-wide point of view of destruc- 
tion and oppression of body and spirit. Not only 
does Nazism commit its bloody acts but it also 
causes others to follow in its ways. It is not sat- 
isfied with instating crime as ruler in its own 
domain—its dagger extends into distant lands. 


If anyone wishes to soothe himself with the 
belief that it is possible to appease such an enemy, 
that it is possible to reach an agreement, to con- 
clude a treaty with him, such a person merely 
deceives himself. The enemy is incapable of ap- 
peasement; he is outside the bond of human as- 
sociation. Those who deceive themselves or others 
with the possibility of reaching agreements with 
untamed savage beasts will be bitterly disillusion- 
ed, perhaps after it will be too late. 


It is impossible to understand why the world 
does not face this enemy who is armed by nature 
and science with all the resources and inventions 
of destruction. The world is arming, it is true. 
But is it arming against the enemy? A great part 
of the world, possibly the largest, is in alliance 
with fascism. Many nations now produce arms 
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without knowing at present against whom their 
guns will be trained. What do the civilized and 
progressive groups in society do? From time to 
time they convene scholars and scientists, or they 
call together several thousand people from the 
masses to give vent to some of their anger against 
the lawbreakers and to speak in praise of the well 
mannered civilization. Some satisfaction is thus 
accorded to the better instincts which demand de- 
fense of human values. To add weight to such 
speeches some resolution or declaration of protest 
is adopted with great fanfare. These people meet 
to love humanity for a brief moment while the 
enemy is wide awake and continues to hate twenty- 
four hours a day. 


V. 


We are not strong enough to preach to a world 
inhabited by deaf people. We are not strong 
enough and possibly we also have no right to do 
so. We have no right because we are no better 
than the others—we too are deaf. At any rate we 
are as cautious and “sensible” as the others and 
we do not refrain from indulging in self deception 
in order to avoid action and escape awareness. 
We are stricken by total blindness as well as by 
deafness. We do not see the enemy in his full 
stature and his unbounded wickedness. Only a 
short time ago we were ready to deal’ with him, 
to approve some of his ways and secretly or even 
openly to justify some of his principles for we 
have seen in him the deliverer of his people whose 
aim it was to remove the disadvantages of his 
enslaved country. We did not sense his reptilian 
nature, his disdain for all human laws. We did 
not guess that he was the enemy. Even now, when 
his true face has become apparent to the whole 
world, we still do not grasp the full horror of 
the situation and its underlying principle. As in 
the early days we still deceive ourselves by say- 
ing that “his madness will pass, his anger will 
succumb and he shall leave us alone.”’ But his 
wrath is increasing and he will not leave us alone. 
Wherever he can reach us, he will harm us. He 
is our mortal enemy. He hates us physically and 
spiritually, individually and collectively; he hates 
us in the Diaspora and also in that small corner 
of the world where we hope to rest from our 
sorrow and to build our home. He pursues us 
wherever we flee and there is no escape in the 
lands of our refuge. 

VI. 

The wave of gangsterism is a movement which 
despises the spirit and denies the value of man. 
It is fundamentally opposed to Judaism which 
builds its world on the basis of a “Kingdom of 
God”. Even the Jew who denies many funda- 
mentals of traditional Judaism does not deny the 
value of man and the sanctity of humanity. Every 
Jew believes in these even against his will. We 
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must stress the fact that upon the bodies of our 
tortured brothers there is fought out the battle 
between the believers and those who deny the 
value of man. Every Jew, even if there were only 
one Jew left in the entire world, every Jewish 
child and old man is a living witness to the ex- 
istence of a human mankind as against a mankind 
that consists of beasts. Since the Jew is always in 
the minority and unprotected, he must inwardly 
admit the existence of the spiritual. 


The mission of Israel. One is afraid to utter 
these words. We cannot say it with the simpli- 
city of our forefathers who believed that Jews 
were a people chosen to consecrate the name of 
God. Nevertheless it is so. It is our mission at 
this time to consecrate the name of man among the 
nations, to struggle against those who deny the 
value of man and to stem this wave of heresy 
which is most degrading of all. We have no other 
choice. In every era of brutal decrees Jews could 
choose a way to escape destruction. Today we 
have no choice. The battle between the construc- 
tive forces and the Satanic powers is fought out 
on our flesh, in our burning synagogues, in art and 
science. In past generations a Jew could save his 
life through denial of these values which were 
imbedded in his blood. He could save his skin 
by deserting his.people and his “credo”. Today 
even shameful retreat and the avenue of self de- 
nial are barred to us. Against our will we must 
be true to our spirit and valiant defenders of the 
dignity of man. Against our will we must stay 
in the battle with the enemy of mankind. We are 
few and weak, but such is our position. The Jew 
of the twentieth century must be a brave soldier 
and true to human traditions even against his will. 
Let us be frank to the last. It is possible that each 
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HEBREW LECTURE OF JOSEPH BARATZ 


Joseph Baratz, outstanding labor leader in Palestine, and 
founder of Dagania, who arrivéd in this country as the 
guest of the U. P. A. conference in Washington, will de- 
liver his only Hebrew address this season, Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 9, at 9 P. M., at the Hotel McAlpin (Winter 
Garden), 32nd Street at Broadway, under the auspices of 
the Hebrew Educators’ Committee for Labor Palestine, of 
which Dr. N. Touroff is President, and Mordecai Halevi, 
Chairman. 
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one individually would choose to join the pack and 
to howl with it. But the beasts will not admit us 
into their midst. This is our fate. Should we 
want to deny ourselves, others will not let us. 

But why should we deny our inner being which 
has been part of us for many generations? Is it 
of such low worth? If we are not allowed to be 
beasts, let us at least be men and then let us be 
strong and intelligent that we may understand the 
meaning of the events of these days. Our fore- 
fathers cried “Hear Oh, Israel” to sanctify the 
faith of the individual in God. Why should not 
we cry “Hear Oh, Israel” to sanctify our faith 
in the unity of mankind? It is a great aim; let 
us not shirk it nor flee the battlefield. The more 
we shall maintain silence against the enemy, the 
more brutal he will be to us. It is true that he 
utilizes our rebellion as a reason for his destruc- 
tive work, but in our submission he will see a deep 
plot. We are few, but not too few. Men of spirit 
have not ceased from the world even among those 
who deceive themselves temporarily. The good 
and honest forces in the world are simply dormant 
for a while. It is our duty to aid in their awaken- 
ing and in organizing the defense of humanity, 
were it only because we have no other choice and 
because this is traditionally our function. We 
must open the eyes of the blind because our own 
eyes are open wider than those of others—we 
have felt the blows of the enemy on our flesh. 


The right to be human, the right to create 
freely, the right to live spiritually—these are our 
faith and our human mission. 
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“Juden sind in diesem Lokal unerwuenscht.” 
“TEWS ARE unwelcome in this cafe.”’ In what 


country can such an inscription be seen? Ger- 
many? Poland? Hungary? No, it is displayed on 
the walls of the Kammerzell, one of the oldest 


cafes of Strasbourg, in the French province of 
Alsace. 


Hundreds of pamphlets urging pogroms of 
Jews are distributed in Strasbourg and other cities 
of Alsace-Lorraine. Thousands of leaflets are 
posted overnight on the show windows of Jewish 
stores; they read: ‘‘A Jewish business, don’t buy 
here,” “A Jewish theatre, shame on you if you 
cross its threshold”. The doors of houses and 
cars owned by Jews are smeared with swastikas 
and inscriptions proclaiming, “This is a Jewish 
house,” ‘‘Jewish swine, you'll be hung soon,” 
“When Hitler comes, your last hour will strike.” 

In the smallest villages, on market days, 
mysterious strangers spread the rumor that some 
Alsatian Jew has fled with all his belongings, that 
some Jewish merchant is responsible for the in- 
creased price of bread. 

Of course, there is no actual boycott of Jews. 
But Nazi emissaries put strong pressure on small 
Alsatian tradesmen who do business with Germany 
and thus force them to choose between French 
Jewish suppliers and Aryan German customers. 


As a matter of fact, the scope of anti-Semitic 
propaganda in Alsace-Lorraine is quite out of 
proportion with the importance of Jews in the life 
of this province. They are but 25,000, only 2.2% 
of the total population, and only a little above 
one-tenth of the 240,000 French Jews. Their 
number practically did not increase since the Great 
Revolution: there were 20,000 Jews in Alsace in 
1784. On the other hand, they belong to the oldest 
settlers of the region—the first Jewish communi- 
ties have been founded in Metz as far back as the 
8th century, in Strasbourg about 1150. At the 
beginning of the 12th century Roman rabbis writ- 
ing to their Parisian colleagues referred to Lor- 
raine as a center from where “the Law shines for 
all Israel’. 

Anti-Semitism has been practically unknown in 
Alsace-Lorraine since the Middle Ages. For in- 
stance, in 1785, the Royal Academy of Science 
and Art of Metz chose for its yearly literary con- 
test the following subject: ‘‘Are there means of 
making the French Jews happier?” More recent- 
ly, there existed in many an Alsatian town an 
unwritten agreement according to which the popu- 


Alsace - Lorraine Next ? 
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lation elected by turn Catholic, Protestant, and 
Jewish Mayors. Numerous celebrated French 
scientists, politicians, magistrates, artists, officials, 
and generals are Alsatian Jews. 

These are the true traditions of Alsace-Lor- 
raine, unbroken since the Revolution of 1789 
which granted complete equality to the French 
Jew. 

The question involuntarily arises, why an anti- 
Semitic campaign should have started in Alsace- 
Lorraine during the past few years, and especially 
the last two months? The answer is obvious. As 
President Roosevelt put it in his recent message 
to the Congress, “‘we have learned that long be- 
fore any overt military act, aggression begins with 
preliminaries of propaganda, subsidized penetra- 
tion, the loosening of ties of good will, the stirring 
of prejudice and the incitement to disunion.”” That 
is exactly what is happening today in Alsace- 
Lorraine, located on the German border and 
through which runs the major part of the Magi- 
not Line. 

The effects of Nazi propaganda in Danzig, 
Hungary, Holstein, Poland, Yugoslavia, not to 
speak of Austria and Czechoslovakia, have been 
described (and graphically shown) all too well. 
But very few people have tried to find out what 
was going on in the so-called “lost provinces”, 
lost by France in 1871 and by Germany in 1918. 
Yet Alsace-Lorraine has already aided in start- 
ing two wars, and thus is among those spots in 
the world that help history repeat itself. 

The French Government does not seem to be 
seriously concerned with the situation. The drastic 
declaration of the ex-Premier and present Min- 
ister of Interior Albert Sarrout: “We cannot 
permit Strasbourg to stay under the menace of 
German guns,” was not followed by the slight- 
est action. France did as little to remove the 
menace of the German guns as to move Stras- 
bourg away from the German border. Instead, 
Daladier and Bonnet, much more anxious to 
please their Munich partners than serve the people 
of France, signed with the Third Reich an agree- 
ment which is not even worth the paper it is 
written on. Apparently they are too busy jailing 
and deporting prominent German refugees—they 
had two hundred and fifty of them arrested on 
the day of Ribbentrop’s visit to Paris—to pay 
any attention to the activities of Nazi spies and 
agents in Alsace-Lorraine. Yet it should be clear, 
that if a country starts to fight back at the gun- 
speaking stage of a war, it is likely to lose. 
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Nor is it very difficult to ascertain the Nazi at- 
titude toward Alsace-Lorraine. Hitler has more 
than once solemnly declared that itis and will 
remain French; did he not previously guarantee 
the integrity of Austria and Czechoslovakia? But 
in the waiting room of the German Consulate in 
Paris, one could admire for years a map on which 
Transylvania, Holstein, Switzerland, Austria, 
Sudetenland—and Alsace-Lorraine, were painted 
in blue and captioned “‘Germans abroad”’: a strik- 
ing piece of cartography plus cartomancy. 


Maps are not dangerous. Dr. Gustav Kneip 
is. This Prussian, born in Lorraine, where his 
father worked in the Bismarck administration, 
was a Staatsrat in the Ministry of Alsace-Lor- 
raine. Nothing better qualifies a man in the Third 
Reich than his past connections with Kaiser Wil- 
helm’s administration, and the shadow of Bis- 
marck is a welcome one indeed. Today Dr. Kneip 
presides over the Bundesamt fur das Heimat- 
wesen, located in Berlin. Its chief and only pur- 
pose is to spread and coordinate the irredentist 
propaganda in Alsace-Lorraine. Its yearly budget 
amounts to 30,000,000 gold Reichsmarks, almost 
half of the total yearly expenditure of Germany 
in Alsace-Lorraine before 1914. 

The activities of the Bundesamt are manifold. 
It uses all means of propaganda: press, broad- 
casting, meetings, excursions, graft, intimidation; 
and all pretexts—history, folklore, philology, 
religion, ethnography, mythology, and above all, 
anti-Semitism. It employs people who can boast 
of the slightest personal connection with Alsace. 


In Berlin the Bundesamt finances the irredentist 
magazine Heimatstimmen., Its managing editor 
is Dr. Robert Ernst, whose father was the chap- 
lain of the Strasbourg garrison in pre-war days. 
The Editor in Chief is named Dr. Karl Brill—his 
father formerly did business with the Strasbourg 
commissariat. The general orientation of the 
magazine is best shown by the following quotation 
from one of its recent issues: ‘““The great fateful 
problem of the Alsace-Lorrainers is whether they 
are ready, willing and able to carry on, on all 
fronts, the fight for their future.” 

Attached to the Frankfort University, there is 
a special Institute for Alsace-Lorraine which pro- 
vides to a great extent the theoretical justification 
for the irredentist propaganda as well as some 
particularly vicious Jew-baiting pamphlets. 


Still another organization bases its claim on 
the ‘Germans abroad” on philology. Located in 
Freiburg im Breisgau, the “Allemanics” contend 
that the German-speaking population of Sudeten- 
land, Switzerland, and Alsace-Lorraine belong to 
Germany as a matter of course. 

Besides his journalistic activities, Dr. Ernst 
presides over the destinies of the Bund Elsass- 





17 





Lothringer im Reich. All Alsatians who reside 
in Germany today are practically compelled to 
join one of the fifty local groups of this organiza- 
tion, built along military lines, and active in pro- 
moting friendly relations between its members 
and their “brothers” across the frontier. The 
former make frequent excursions to their native 
country, in cars graciously made available and 
with all expenses paid. The latter are invited in 
their turn to visit the Reich, free of charge. The 
Bundesamt fur das Heimatwesen takes care of 
the financial side of this attempted friendship. 


The “personal approach” is not limited to the 
Bund Elsass-Lothringer. Quite recently Alsatian 
veterans who had fought in the World War on 
the German side, have received letters from the 
Reich worded as follows: ‘Dear Friend, I hope 
you remember me. My name is » and 
we fought together in 191—. I’d like to meet you 
again. Come and visit me in Germany.” If the 
answer was favorable, a new letter followed: “I 
wrote to our fellow soldiers and. . You 
certainly are seeing them. They didn’t answer me. 
Can you tell me what is the color of their shirts?” 
Thus two lists are being prepared by the com- 
petent Nazi administration: on one hand, the sym- 
pathizers, on the other, the suspects whose shirts 
are of any color but the brown. 





Likewise, the Reich’s Protestant Church co- 
operates with the Alsatian Lutherbund, a religious 
organization, which controls numerous youth 
camps. Every Saturday and Sunday, hundreds of 
Hitlerjugend members cross the border to meet 
Alsatian youth in these camps. 


The famous Colonel Fleischhauer’s press agen- 
cy in Erfurt, the Weltdienst, specializing in Jew- 
baiting (and which recently has been disclosed as 
Father Coughlin’s chief source of information), 
is sent to and reprinted by many Alsatian news- 
papers. Until a few months ago, the Weltdienst 
had its own representative in Strasbourg. This 
was George de Pottere, an international advent- 
urer, more or less of a spy, and one of the most 
active members of the Cagoulards conspiracy, 
who had to fly abroad when the French police 
began hunting down this secret Fascist organ- 
ization. 


Soon after Hitler’s seizure of power, George 
de Pottere, directed the Aryan Christian Alliance 
which had its office in Paris and its headquarters 
in Germany where its highest chief was Alfred 
Rosenberg himself. Today the Alliance is located 
in Erfurt and affiliated with Fleischhauer’s or- 
ganization. The latter employs, among others, 
the famous Tsarist anti-Semitic politician Markov, 
and subsidizes many a French Fascist group. In 
April last, during the trial of the Nazi spy Boris 
Toedtli in Switzerland, a letter of Fleischhauer to 
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Coston was made public, in which the Erfurt 
Colonel wrote: “I hope a rapprochement be- 
tween France and Germany is close at hand, and 
as we intend to play our part in it for the benefit 
of our two peoples, you must learn German still 
a little better.” The best place to learn German 
in France is apparently Alsace-Lorraine, and num- 
erous Fascist organizations, practically driven out 
of existence elsewhere in France, concentrate to- 
day in Strasbourg and Metz where they have noth- 
ing to fear from the police and everything to ex- 
pect from their friends across the Rhine—in 
speech, in print, and above all, in cash. 


Irredentist propaganda aiming at the return of 
Alsace-Lorraine to Germany goes on simultane- 
ously with the autonomist propaganda, and both 
are fed from the same financial source. 

The so-called Autonomist Party publishes in 
Strasbourg the daily newspaper ELZ. Its manag- 
ing editor Roos has been publicly accused of re- 
ceiving from Germany, beside a subsidy for his 
Party, a monthly gratuity of 800 Reichsmarks for 
his personal expenses. The cautious Roos swal- 
lowed the insult and did not sue his accusers. 


The Prussian lawyer Bickler, now a French 
citizen, leads the Elsassische Jungmannen, a youth 
organization similar to the Hitlerjugend, with a 
Fascist program based on local history. Its of- 
fices are located in the Strasbourg Goethe House, 
next door to a French Fascist group protected by 
the steel magnate de Wendel. 

Incidentally, the Strasbourg Goethe House 
which shelters the office of an anti-Semitic news- 
paper, has become today the Brown House of the 
Alsatian capital. 

The farmers of Alsace-Lorraine are lured into 
the Fascist, Jew-baiting organization headed by a 
certain Bilger, exponent of the idea of an economic 
Anschluss with Germany, who likes to think 
of himself as the Alsatian Konrad Henlein. He 
has already established milk deliveries to the 
Third Reich and is now busily engaged in includ- 
ing wheat crops in his political dealings. Recently, 
a heavy package addressed to Bilger, ‘“‘Fuehrer of 
the Bauernbund”, was delivered by mistake to 
one of his political opponents. It consisted of 
pamphlets and circulars and was mailed in Er- 
furt, by Colonel Fleischhauer’s Weltdienst. 

Finally, the Germans living in Alsace-Lorraine, 
whether or not French citizens, are drafted in 
the Auslandsdeutschen groups or belong to the 
local sections of the National Socialist Party. 

A score of pro-Nazi newspapers, magazines and 
almanachs, founded in Alsace-Lorraine in the past 
two years, provide all these various organizations 
with the necessary material—Jew and Red-bait- 
ing, attacks against the People’s Front, the social 
legislation and the trade unions; tales and legends 
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concerning the historical past of the country; 
pseudo-scientific dissertations on German langu- 
age, German blood and German soil, temporarily 
divided by artificial frontiers but inevitably bound 
to come into one Reich, under one Fuehrer. 


The same arguments are broadcast from Saare- 
brucken and also Stuttgart, which is officially con- 
sidered the world capital of Germans living 
abroad. 


As yet the effects of the Nazi propaganda 
among Alsace-Lorrainers are not very strong. 
Certainly the upper classes, whether Alsatians or 
French, prefer Hitler to the People’s Front. The 
Fascists, both of the Doriot and La Roque’s 
brand, favor strongly their most successful Ger- 
man colleagues. Some middle-class elements 
listen more or less complacently to the anti-Semitic 
hash. The police and certain officials are inert 
and uninterested, to say the least. Nevertheless 
there are but few Nazis around Strasbourg or 
Colmar. As a mater of fact, the only ones to 
carry on a systematic campaign against the anti- 
Semitic pro-Nazi propaganda are the trade 
unions and the People’s Front Parties, the Social- 
ists and the Communists. 


It is true that. Berlin does not need too many 
followers in Alsace-Lorraine. A few thousands 
are enough to start trouble, and give the Fuehrer 
a pretext to intervene in favor of his “oppressed 
brothers’. And in case of war, these Nazi emis- 
saries planted behind the Maginot Line would 
be of invaluable assistance to the German Army. 


Strangely enough, the main efforts of Nazis 
center in the northwestern part of Lorraine, which 
is the oldest French section of the “lost pro- 
vinces”. However it happens that the richest ore 
beds in Europe, second in importance only to 
those in the Lake Superior region, occur in this 
very section. The return of Alsace-Lorraine after 
the World War doubled the ore capacity of 
France, and the Briey basin is famous for its im- 
mense reserves as well as for the wealth of its 
owners, the De Wendel family, half-French and 
half-German, nationalistic both ways, strictly in- 
ternationalist in business, and powerful enough to 
have prevented from 1914 to 1918 a single bomb- 
ing of their Briey properties. 


The iron-ore fields of Briey—which would 
perfectly match the Bohemian coal mines—ac- 
count for the 30,000,000 gold Reichsmarks, an 
ambitious if not sound investment. They account 
for the youth camps and Pater Pink’s studies in 
folklore, the Frankfurt Institute and milk ship- 
ping, the swastikas on Jewish houses and the Teu- 
tonic mythology. As far as Alsace-Lorraine is 
concerned, “German blood” stands for iron-ore. 
And, in today’s Germany, iron-ore stands for 


blood. 
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‘“T AM not going to the protest meeting tonight”’, 

suddenly declared my friend in the evening on 
which the meeting was scheduled to be held in 
one of the largest halls in the city. Anticipating 
a surprised challenge, he continued rapidly: “I 
can’t stand these meetings any longer. I feel that 
if I attend many more protest meetings I shall 
lose my self-control some day and shall get up 
in the middle of some well intentioned but trite 
speech and shout ‘Stop!’ Don’t misunderstand 
me, I am not denying the importance of protests 
against what is done in Germany, Rumania or 
Palestine but nowadays I often feel that many of 
the protests meetings are more of an insult to 
ourselves than anything else. 


“It isn’t so bad yet when one goes to an all 
Jewish protest meeting. Each one in the audience 
feels personally affected and whatever is said or 
done at such a gathering generally carries the 
stamp of undoubted sincerity. One isn’t so pain- 
fully aware of every word that is being said and 
its possible implications, for there can be no oth- 
er implications except bitterness and protest. Such 
meetings generally are a healthy outlet for pent- 
up emotions. 


“But, of course, all-Jewish protest meetings are 
not adequate. If something material is to be 
achieved larger numbers than we can muster must 
participate and non-Jews must share in the pro- 
test. I recognize this need . But, I, personally can 
no longer bear that spirit which pervades them. 
What happens? The Gentile who is indifferent 
or slightly affected with anti-Semitism will not 


‘come to such a meeting either to repent or to 


learn the truth. Those who come to listen or to 
speak, are innocent of any bigotry or narrow 
mindedness and they generally feel somewhat 
guilty of the behavior of .their correligionists in 
Europe. And as if to expiate the misdeeds of the 
others, such speakers feel impelled to heap upon 
us endless praise. 

“Now, praise always makes me feel a little bit 
uncomfortable, because it either comes to gloss 
over some wrong or as a prelude to some un- 
reasonable request. But aside from any such feel- 
ing of discomfort, the unbounded compliments 
which are showered upon us at these meetings al- 
ways leave me full of strange doubts. Our ex- 
istence, my existence, becomes justified only on the 
basis of the greatness of this or that particular 
Jew. These things are always stressed—Jewish 
contributions to civilization, the greatness of Ein- 





No More Apologies 





® by Shlomo Katz 


stein etc. Well meant as these compliments may 
be I often leave with a vague feeling of misgiv- 
ings: ‘What if Einstein had been born a non- 
Jew?’ or ‘What if we had not contributed this 
or that to music, mathematics or some other art?’ 
Our right to exist would then apparently be de- 
nied to us by our best friends. 


“IT realize that these are morbid reactions re- 
sulting from the strained nervous anticipation and 
fear which so many Jews experience today. But 
this fact does not change the situation. The ex- 
aggerated compliments—exaggerated because they 
are uttered in an effort to soothe and the speaker 
therefore refrains from giving a complete and 
objective analysis—are often burdensome. I have 
no doubts but what the well meaning speakers also 
feel somewhat ill at ease. They have to feel their 
way gingerly so as not to hurt already raw sen- 
sibilities; their words become strained and the 
final result, I sometimes suspect, is not the one that 
was desired. Our friends build up an over- 
idealized picture, but the perfect cannot be hu- 
manly lovable. No one can act normally toward 
a saint. 


“Thus we are compelled to go about with the 
stigmata of sainthood imposed upon us if we are 
not branded as criminals. Both conditions are un- 
bearable. It is abnormal and I, for one, am tired 
of them. You have no doubt heard about the 
Jewish children from Germany who come to be- 
lieve some of the things that they hear repeated 
every day in the Nazi schools. Unconsciously they 
begin to take it for granted that Jews are an in- 
ferior people and at least capable, if not guilty, 
of the crimes of which they are accused. That is 
a tragic situation of course. But our constant 
refutation of these charges has a somewhat similar 
effect. Day in day out, week after week and month 
after month we go on explaining, answering, jus- 
tifying ourselves. And willy-nilly there grows the 
feeling of guilt. Are we guilty? Of course not. 
And yet it becomes an almost automatic compul- 
sion to explain away all sorts of unfounded 
charges. It reaches the point where many of us 
consider everyone as a potential plaintiff and we 
unconsciously assume an apologetic tone of ‘You 
know, I am really not such a bad fellow as you 
may think I am.’ 


“Were all these explanations and self justifica- 
tions really effective, I wouldn’t mind even the 
state of mind which they occasion. But there is 
that overwhelming feeling of the futility of our 
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explanations. Have our arguments ever convinced 
any one? For centuries we went along explain- 
ing and proving the fallacy of such a monstrous 
accusation as Jewish use of Christian blood for 
ritual purposes. And yet I am convinced that not 
one single religious fanatic who believed in this 
accusation was ever convinced to the contrary 
despite all the proofs and even the statements of 
the Catholic church leaders themselves. 


“A curious incident occurred to me not long 
ago. I happened to be working on a certain proj- 
ect in one of the southwestern states together with 
two hundred other men. I was the only Jew in 
the-group. We all got along very well together 
and there wasn’t a trace of discrimination on the 
part of the men nor any feeling of difference aris- 
ing out of my Jewishness despite the fact that they 
were all aware of it. Then one day one of the 
men received a list of questions, issued by a maga- 
zine to its readers to test their knowledge of world 
affairs and problems. Among the questions there 
was one ‘What is the blood accusation against 
the Jews?’ Not knowing the answer the young 
man turned to me as the probable authority on 
this particular subject. I explained to him what it 
was and his reaction to the explanation dumb- 
founded me. He asked: ‘Is it true?” This from 
a man, far from illiterate, whom I had occasion 
to see every day for weeks and with whom I was 
on quite friendly terms. And he asked the question 
in all seriousness, apparently assuming that I was 
capable of doing something of the sort. 


“But if ignorance and rustic simplicity may ac- 
count for a case like the above, how can one ex- 
plain other cases, where more intellectual people 
are concerned? After all these years of explana- 
tion and after libraries of polemical and apol- 
ogetic literature have been published, it is still 
not only the Nazi and the ignorant man who ask 
questions of this kind or make unfounded and 
impossible accusations. The fanatical priest and 
H. G. Wells appear to be no better and equally 
immune to reason. On their own plane they say 
and do equally inexplicable things. 


“Our friends among the Gentiles, who feel it 
to be their duty to extol our virtues and to paint 
us as an examplary people of Little Lord Faunt- 
leroys, therefore unconsciously add to this feeling 
of discomfort which I know many Jews now feel. 
After listening to such a speech or reading an 
article of this sort I often feel like a convict who 
carries around discharge papers from his prison 
testifying that his conduct while in jail was ex- 
emplary. 

“Tt it were only possible to overcome this age 
old heritage which verges on the extreme—either 


extreme accusations or extreme praise—and to be - 


normal about the entire problem, what a crippling 
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load we would all be freed from. But this ap- 
pears to be impossible of attainment in the near 
future. As an individual at least, I revolt against 
it. I have vowed no longer to participate in such 
polemics, because they are useless. 

‘When violence is inflicted upon us, we must 
fight it, for our own self preservation. That is 
obvious. But let us go about it without ‘explain- 
ing’ that we are innocent. There is nothing more 
to explain. All the explanations have been given in 
the past. And let us forget Einstein and Spinoza 
and our contributions to civilization and the other 
great Jews. Let us be done with protestations 
of innocence. I want to live in my own right and 
not because of any special merits attested to by 
others. 

The speaker paused for a moment, then con- 
tinued in a calmer tone: 

“T know that what I said cannot be put in prac- 
tice and that we must keep right on with meetings 
and refutations even though these are so often 
futile. Perhaps it was only an expression of wear- 
iness. These days one so often becomes weary of 
the superhuman tension to which we are subjected. 
The craving for normalcy, for an ordinary life 
with its ordinary, everyday cares and joys and 
worries at times becomes so overwhelming that 
one seeks to escape the cascade of emotional and 
psychological shocks in passivity or in an uncom- 
plicated, childishly simple routine. 

















Cincinnati Friends of the 
JEWISH FRONTIER 


will celebrate the Fourth Anniversary of our publica- 
tion with a Frontier Dinner, Sunday Evening, Febru- 
ary 5th, at the Alms Hotel. A committee of out- 
standing communal leaders, under the chairmanship 
of Hon. Alfred Bettman, is sponsoring the event. 
Dr. Samuel Brown and Mr. Ben Lowenthal are the 





co-chairmen. 


Hayim Greenberg will be the guest speaker; Rabbi 


| Samuel Wohl, the toastmaster. 


Sigmund Effron of the Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra will render a group of violin selections. 


Hayim Greenberg will speak at the Forum of the 
League for Labor Palestine on Monday evening, 
February 6th, on “The Refugees, New Territories 
and Palestine.” 
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A Lesson from India 


T IS the conclusion of serious students of Near 

Eastern affairs that British officials have directly 
encouraged the present Arab revolt, to nullify the 
spirit behind the Balfour Declaration, which might 
be regarded as the Magna Carta of the Zionists. 
Therefore the present situation in Palestine—the 
Arab revolt against the establishment of a Jewish 
state and also against continuance of British con- 
trol over Palestine—is one of the results of Brit- 
ain’s anti-Zionist policy. The truth behind the 
British policy in Palestine may be regarded as in- 
credible by many Americans who are not initiated 
into the hidden workings of British imperialists. 
But to one, a Hindu, who has studied British 
policy in India for the last three decades, the 
present conditions in Palestine represent but a 
repetition of the situation in India on a much 
smaller scale. 


For nearly a century and a half, British author- 
ities have been proclaiming to the world that the 
British are aiding the cause of progress and civili- 
zation in India and “Britain has a sacred trust in 
protecting the native population”. But whenever 
the Indian people make serious demands for a 
greater share in the government of the country, 
British authorities point out that it would be to 
their disadvantage to manage their own affairs 
without British control. At the same time they 
point out that there are at least four principal 
conflicting interests: (a) the Hindu majority; 
(b) the Moslem, Christian and other minorities; 
(c) Indian princes and a very wealthy landhold- 
ing class of the type of feudal barons and (d) the 
British people and primarily the British capital- 
ists. These interests, they say, can only be har- 
monized, and tranquility and peace be preserved 
through the continuance of British rule in India. 


To maintain their overlordship in India, Brit- 
ish authorities are applying the policy of “divide 
and rule’, but they sanctify their deals with hypo- 
critical moral sanctions. One of the peculiar 
British methods of misleading the world and 
securing the support of world public opinion, is 
to appoint periodical Royal Commissions, which 
present their findings before the British Parlia- 
ment, in support of a definite policy of the gov- 
ernment already determined in secret conclaves 
of the imperialist rulers of Britain. The Indian 
people have paid millions of dollars to defray the 
expenses of various Royal Commissions. These 
commissions, as fact-finding bodies, have at times 
unearthed interesting information and occasionally 
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made useful ‘recommendations through _ their 
minority members; but in most cases they have dis- 
torted actual facts and have never aided the 
cause of Indian Freedom. In short, these com- 
missions supplied excellent propaganda materials 
in support of British policies in India. When the 
Indian leaders refused to accept the findings of 
the Royal commissions, the British authorities de- 
vised the plan of holding Round Table Confer- 
ences, supposedly to bring about a just solution 
of the most intricate problems, but in reality to 
divide the various groups, through special schemes 
which would really maintain British control in 
India, through inauguration of some high-sound- 
ing constitutional reforms which would confer no 
real control of the country on the people of the 
land. The political leaders of India are today 
disillusioned in British honesty and they cannot 
be hoodwinked by the technique of Round Table 
Conferences. 


It would not be out of place to point out that 
the policies adopted by British authorities to check 
the rising tide of the Indian nationalist movement 
may supply food for thought to those who are 
interested in carrying out the program of estab- 
lishing a Jewish State in Palestine. During the 
World War, without the aid of the people of 
India, Great Britain would have lost not only her 
Indian Empire, but possibly would have been de- 
feated by Germany. But when the World War 
was over and the Indian people demanded the 
fulfilment of the British promise of the “‘estab- 
lishment of a responsible government in India” 
(which meant conferring Dominion Status) Brit- 
ish authorities appointed the famous Rowlatt 
Commission to investigate revolutionary activities 
in India, and according to its findings adopted 
repressive measures which brought about the ter- 
rible “Amritsar Massacre.” However, when they 
found that repressive measures could not crush 
the spirit of nationalism, they appointed another 
commission which recommended certain conces- 
sions in the form of ‘Montague Chelmsford Re- 
forms’. By this scheme Indian Ministers were 
given charge of Education, Local Self-govern- 
ment, etc., and they were to be responsible to the 
provincial legislatures, whereas Finance, Police, 
enforcement of law and order were kept under the 
direct control of the provincial governors and the 
Executive officers who were in no way responsible 
to the legislatures. This manner of division of 
responsibility in government was known to be 
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dyarchy. This system also provided the absolute 
veto power for the governors, who on occasions of 
emergency, were authorized to rule by decrees, 
overriding all oppositions from the legislature. 
This modified form of dictatorship was proclaim- 
ed to the world as “constitutional advance” for 
India! However, the worst feature of the gov- 
ernment was that under the pretext of protecting 
the interests of minorities, this constitution for 
India strengthened the policy of divide and rule, 
by Communal Representations, through separate 
electorates for Moslems, Christians and vested in- 
terests of the country. This reform constitution 
denied the Indian people any control over the 
central government of the country. This hap- 
pened about two decades ago. 


But when the concessions granted by the Mon- 
tague-Chelmsford Reforms failed to satisfy the 
Indian people and the Non-co-operation move- 
ment led by Mahatma Gandhi nearly paralysed 
the government in India, British authorities ap- 
pointed the famous Simon Commission (headed 
by Sir John Simon, the present Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) in which no Indian was allowed to 
serve as a member! The findings of the. Royal 
Commission headed by Sir John Simon were so 
reactionary that even the Moslems, moderates and 
others, who ordinarily supported British policies, 
rejected them and made a common cause with 
Indian nationalists, the All India National Con- 
gress. At this juncture, the government of the 
late J. Ramsay MacDonald, through the then 
Viceroy of India Lord Irwin (now Lord Halifax, 
the British Foreign Minister) and Sir Samuel 
Hoare, the then Secretary of State for India (now 
the Secretary for Home Affairs) agreed to hold 
a Round Table Conference on India for the pur- 
pose of framing a constitution leading to Dom- 
inion Status for India. There were three Round 
Table Conferences on India which resulted in the 
enactment of the present Government of India 
Act, which perpetuates (1) the curse of com- 
munalism of Moslems and other minorities in 
India; (2) control of the Central Legislature by 
disproportionate representation of reactionary 
elements and (3) complete control of Indian 
National Defense, Foreign Affairs and Finance by 
the Viceroy who is responsible only to the British 
Government in London and not to the Indian legis- 
lature and who can veto any law passed by the 
Central Legislature and also can enact laws by 
issuing decrees, according to his own discretion! 
This is the exact nature of freedom granted to the 
Indian people as the result of Royal Commissions 
and Round Table Conferences. 

There are parallels in the recent happenings in 
Palestine and those in Indian political life. Various 
Royal Commissions on Palestine, especially the 
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Peel Commission, which recommended partition 
of Palestine, can be compared with the Simon 
Commission on India. It is also interesting that for 
some unknown reasons Hindu-Moslem riots al- 
ways flared up at the time of Royal Commission 
hearings in India and similarly some Arab-Jewish 
conflicts also happen to take place during investi- 
gations by the Royal and other British Commis- 
sions in Palestine. When the finding of the Simon 
Commission were rejected by the Hindus, Mos- 
lems, radicals and moderates, the British gov- 
ernment proposed a Round Table Conference 
on India; similarly with the rejection by the Jews 
and Arabs of the scheme of partition of Palestine, 
British authorities have decided on a Round Table 
Conference on Palestine. In the Round Table 
Conference on India, the British government in- 
vited (a) representatives of Indian Princes (b) 
reactionary Indian Moslem leaders, who were 
advocates of communalism and who refused co- 
operation with Indian nationalists (All India Na- 
tional Congress), (c) Hindu moderates who were 
opposed to Mahatma Gandhi and the program of 
Non-Co-Operation, (d) representatives of Indian 
Christians and so-called “untouchables” and (e) 
British officials and business-men. It is my opinion 
that in the proposed Round Table Conference on 
Palestine, British authorities will seek to make a 
compromise settlement on the issue of the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish national home. It is to be 
expected that the British authorities will invite 
not only anti-Jewish Moslem leaders of Palestine, 
but representatives of other Moslem communities, 
particularly Trans-Jordania, Iraq and Egypt. Of 
course there will be participation of anti-Jewish 
Arab Christians and also anti-Jewish British of- 
ficials. 


It is beyond doubt that the Round Table Con- 
ference on Palestine will be utilized to make it 
apparent to the world that Jewish aspirations are 
incompatible with the interests of the Moslems, 
Christians as well as the British imperial program. 
Then the British government would proclaim that 
it would be immoral and unjust to allow the Arabs 
or the Jews to dominate the situation in Palestine 
and would therefore offer a compromise solution 
in the form of a new partition of Palestine or a 
new constitution for the country, according to 
which the British Government would retain com- 
plete control over Finance, National Defense and 
Foreign Policy of the country and introduce com- 
munal representation of the type inaugurated in 
India, so that the Jews, Arabs and Christians 
would not have a basis for co-operation and es- 
tablishment of a truly democratic state. Further- 
more the coming Round Table Conference on 
Palestine, under the pretext of protecting Arab 
interests, would in all probability impose restric- 











oa. 2 <ceecem ck 


he CF Ga a et th pee 








TIER 


‘ition 
imon 
t for 
s al- 
ssion 
wish 
vesti- 
nmis- 
imon 
Mos- 
gov- 
rence 
Jews 
stine, 
Table 
Table 
it in- 
(b) 
were 
d co- 
. Na- 
were 
m of 
idian 
| (e) 
inion 
ce on 
ike a 
-stab- 
to be 
nvite 
stine, 
ities, 

Of 
>wish 


h of- 


Con- 
ke it 
s are 
lems, 
rram. 
. that 
\rabs 
>stine 
ution 
or a 
ig to 
com- 
e and 
com- 
ed in 
stians 
id es- 
rther- 
‘e on 
Arab 


»stric- 











FEBRUARY, 1939 


tions against Jewish immigration, so that a real 
Jewish state in Palestine will become an impos- 
sibility. The proposed Round Table Conference 
on Palestine, under the guidance of Hon. Malcolm 
MacDonald, will produce a similar result as was 
the case with the Round Table Conference on 
India directed by his father, the late J. Ramsay 
MacDonald. 

One must not forget that so long as Britain re- 
tains control over India as a mere dependency, 
she must also maintain her position of dominance 
in the region from the Suez Canal to the borders 
of India. Palestine is one of the most important 
strategic centers regarding the control of the 
Near East, the Eastern Mediterranean and Af- 
rica; therefore Britain will devise means for main- 
taining her supremacy over this region through 
a Round Table Conference which will accentuate 
the Arab-Jewish conflict and provide justification 
for denying claims for the establishment of a 
Jewish homeland in Palestine as guaranteed by 
the Balfour Declaration. 
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It is to be hoped that during the Round Table 
Conference on Palestine, Jewish leaders will 
be able to present a united front against any pro- 
posal for the partition of Palestine and the 
restriction of Jewish immigration, in all Pales- 
tine, including Trans-Jordonia which was a part 
of the original mandated territory. Furthermore, 
Jewish leaders should use their efforts to mobil- 
ize American and French support for their just 
claim. In the gravest crisis of Jewish national 
life, solidarity of the Jewish people and interna- 
tional action may help them attain some relief 
from the barbarism practiced by the supposedly 
civilized world. Let us hope that the outcome of 
the Round Table Conference on India will serve 
as a solemn warning to Jewish leaders, that they 
may not be caught unaware in the trap of a Round 
Table Conference which might “constitutionally” 
destroy the very hope of the establishment of a 
Jewish state in Palestine. 


Year’s End in Palestine 


S 1938 turns into 1939 the shadow of Ger- 
many lies heavily over Palestine. Day by 

day hundreds of anguished appeals in telegrams, 
letters and even long-distance telephone calls reach 
both private persons and institutions. It would be 
no exaggeration to say that everyone of the nearly 
fifty thousand German and -Austrian Jews in the 
country has a heart-rending story to tell about the 
fate of his own relatives: old fathers in prison, 
young brothers in concentration camps, mothers 
left alone and about to be evicted from apartments 
are the universal rule, not the unfortunate excep- 
tion. Almost a thousand telegrams from concen- 
tration camps alone lie on the desk of the head of 
the Jewish Agency’s Immigration Department. 
Fifteen thousand requests to bring immediate rela- 
tives—parents, children, brothers and sisters— 
have been filed with the Jewish Agency, and there 
were at least four thousand in the hands of the 
Government when it stopped receiving any more. 
“Immigrants all over the world can send for their 
parents without difficulty, but not in the Jewish 
National Home.” ‘The Association of German 
Jewish Settlers pleads frantically in its protests to 
the government. But the government, as all the 
world knows, will not deviate from its course: the 
Jewish Agency has already received its immigra- 
tion quota for the period from November to next 
April and will be given no additional certificates, 
not even for any of the ten thousand German chil- 
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dren the Jewish community is ready to adopt. 
The total number coming in under the quota will 
probably be about seven thousand—that in the 
face of the tragic need for emigration of three- 
quarters of a million Central European Jews, and 
of the Agency’s well-documented plan for absorb- 
ing at least 100,000. Not only have all the labor 
certificates for the half-year been long distributed, 
but the few remaining capitalist visas are eagerly 
competed for, since Polish, Czecho-Slovakian and 
Roumanian Jews of means are becoming so fear- 
ful of future developments in their own countries 
that they are beginning to disregard the unsettled 
conditions in Palestine. There are even the begin- 
nings of an Italian middle-class immigration and 
the Tel-Aviv public schools have just admitted a 
score or so of young children who know no lan- 
guage but Italian. 


The government’s attitude to the German refu- 
gee problem is, by its own admission, the result 
of its fear of antagonizing the extremist Arab 
leadership and thus diminishing the Round Table 
Conference’s chances for success. How ominous 
this preliminary concession to violence is from the 
Jewish point-of-view needs no elaboration. In- 
deed, the British Government may yet decide after 
it talks with both sides that a Round Table Con- 
ference will be of no use, but the mere possibility 
of such a conference has released the former mem- 
bers of the Mufti’s Arab Executive from their 
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island exile and cost the Jewish community the op- 
portunity to save aged parents and tiny children. 
And to the man in the street the humanitarian 
aspect of the case is of far greater concern at the 
moment than the political. Crowded and passion- 
ate protest meetings were held all over the country 
during December and in the mall the burden of 
speeches and resolutions was the same. “The 
sympathy and aid the English people are giving 
the refugees are admirable, but why, when it is so 
hard to find permanent homes for them, are the 
possibilities offered by Palestine so cruelly re- 
jected? Rescuing old people whose days are num- 
bered anyhow and little children whom we are 
ready to adopt as our own, has no political signifi- 
cance and will not affect the Arab position. Even 
the Turks let old people come here to die. And, 
as for the children, if the situation in the country 
is still tense ten or fifteen years from now when 
they grow up, their number can be deducted from 
the number of immigrants who will then be per- 
mitted to enter. Only let us take them into our 
own homes now and provide for them!” 


In Tel-Aviv, Jerusalem and Haifa and the chief 
Jewish rural areas delegations made the same 
appeal in person to the local British district com- 
missioners. The specific figures they cited offer 
interesting evidence of the strongly personal na- 
ture the problem of German Jewry has in Pales- 
tine. In the course of one week 5,400 people in 
Haifa and the immediate vicinity registered with 
the Association of German Jewish Settlers their 
desire to bring and support their parents, the ten 
thousand inhabitants of colonies in the Sharon 
district—Kfar Saba, Magdiel, Ramataim, Ramot 
Hashavim, Herzlia and the rest—have one thou- 
sand relatives in Germany and offer to take com- 
plete responsibility for all of them; the settlers of 
Emek Hepher, fewer than 2,500 in number, have 
two hundred families of relatives in Germany and 
insist, “There is work and room for hundreds of 
persons on our own farms, and besides we are 
ready to adopt three or four hyndred children.” 
Kiriat Bialik, a farming village’ near Haifa settled 
by recent immigrants from Germany, has twenty- 
eight families in all and every one is willing to 
adopt a child—a relative in each case. 


These are random instances but altogether typi- 
cal. So many thousands of persons throughout 
the country have come to the social service officers 
and the Association of German Jewish Settlers to 
register their readiness to adopt a child that con- 
clusions of far-reaching importance may be drawn. 
Of the twelve thousand families from Germany 
and Austria in the country, three thousand have 
already declared their intention—if the govern- 
ment will permit it—of adopting the children of 
relatives. At least two thousand other families 
are prepared to maintain a child each, completely 
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at their own expense. Given a slight financial sub- 


sidy, fifteen thousand more homes would find 
room for children. And institutions could be 
quite as helpful as private homes, for, as the vil- 
lages of Meier Shfeya and Ben Shemen and the 
successful acclimatization of Youth Aliyah prove, 
Jewish Palestine has been unusually successful in 
creating children’s institutions. Existing ones 
could easily be expanded and new ones cheaply 
established. Nor would it be difficult to find 
money for this and for subsidizing private fam- 
ilies. The more fortunate segments of European 
Jewry—not to mention America for the moment 
—are exhibiting extraordinary, almost incredible, 
generosity. The small community of Amsterdam, 
for example, raised the equivalent of over two 
million dollars in a few weeks for the temporary 
maintenance of refugees. It costs five or six 
pounds a month to maintain a child in England, 
and it could be done for two or three pounds in 
Palestine. And England is only a temporary 
shelter whereas Palestine would be home. After 
a few years in England the child will have to ad- 
just himself to strange and unfriendly conditions 
of life in the dominions and colonies; Palestine, on 
the other hand, could fit him easily and naturally 
for a future that would be the logical continuation 
of the present and an integral part of the entire 
national development. Being an agricultural 
worker in Kenya is hardly the same as being an 
agricultural worker in Palestine. But arguments 
and pleas, the simple but powerful demand of 
sheer humanitarianism, and the statistics that show 
convincingly how not only ten thousand but all 
fifty thousand German Jewish children could be 
absorbed in Palestine—all fall on deaf ears. The 
Round Table is in the way. 


In the meantime an Arab opposition movement 
has sprung up and dramatically declared its loy- 
alty to the government in the presence of all the 
foreign correspondents in the country. It is 
energetically exposing the Mufti and his followers 
and bitterly opposing the murder of Arabs by 
other Arabs. This, combined with the wretched 
economic situation among the Arabs, would seem 
to be the ideal rallying point for all the anti- 
terrorist, anti-Mufti forces, but in characteristic 
fashion the Government is apparently supporting 
the opposition with ont hand and with the other 
—and much, stronger—hand helping the Mufti 
maintain his supremacy. What else does the 
freeing of the six exiles amount to? The Mufti’s 
reaction to governmental weakness is of a type 
that is all too familiar by now. Once more, in 
order to break the opposition and pave the way 
for victory in London, there is a strong wave of 
terror in the land, directed at Arabs, at high 
British officials responsible for the Army’s anti- 
terroristic activities and, because the Jewish set- 
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tlements are well-defended, at individual Jews in 
the cities and on the roads. There is no rest for 
the country or the Jewish self-defence, and the 
Jewish community continues to accept danger in a 
calm and matter-of-fact manner. That war is 
going on in the land one feels very clearly even in 
Tel-Aviv, so unique in its peacefulness that it has 
become a city of refuge not only for British offi- 
cials and their families but even for a considerable 
number of Arabs. You ride in the autobus and 
read your newspaper; next to you is a young man 
reading the same article, an analysis of British 
policy in Spain by H. N. Brailsford. But when 
you raise your eyes you notice that the young man 
is in the khaki uniform of a special constable and 
has a gun at his side. You happen into a Kupat- 
Holim pharmacy and notice another special con- 
stable with the glow of vigorous health in his 
eyes and a book under his arm: he is ordering 
drugs and bandages for his unit of Jewish railway 
police stationed in a blockhouse along the line in a 
district notoriously rich in terrorist bands. And 
the workers and chauffeurs sent by Sollel Boneh to 
isolated Arab villages where it is carrying out 
government or army contracts are just as much 
at the front as the ten thousand young men who 
act as watchmen and constables of various kinds. 
That distinguished looking, middle-aged Viennese 
doctor who has just come and is staying with rela- 
tives on your street has gone off as physician to 
such a Sollel-Boneh group in a remote spot in 
Galilee where he, like the workers, will sleep in a 
tent and be exposed to bullets by night as well as 
day. To be able to do that at fifty after a life- 
time of urban ease and professional success, you 
must have the tragedy of Central European Jewry 
behind you. 
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Yet through it all the Jewish community is liv- 
ing as nearly normally as possible. There is 
something symbolic about the fact that Huberman 
played at Ain-Harod after being escorted there 
from Haifa by a special guard of Jewish con- 
stables, while many of his hearers came from 
their settlements in armored trucks. And 
new settlements, their protecting walls and 
towers and searchlights always erected in the . 
course of a single day, continue to be estab- 
lished. Five have been added in the last month 
and a half to the thirty-one others established 
since the beginning of the disturbances, and the 
newest, like their predecessors, will have to face 
dangers, solitude and back-breaking work. But 
the quiet heroism of the first thirty-one, the way in 
which, despite the necessity for constant vigilance, 
they have turned waste land into fertile fields 
and built a rich communal life on the edge of the 
desert, makes them seem somehow the incarnation 
of the Jewish will to live, the answer to annihila- 
tion in Europe. The words of the scroll that was 
buried in the foundation of the newest settlement, 
Mesilot in the Jordan valley, are applicable to 
far more than the special circumstances they de- 
scribe. They are the expression of what the 
brave, new life of Palestine—despite all its diff- 
culties and dangers—has come to mean to this 
generation of Jewry—‘“Now when the founda- 
tions of Israel in exile are crumbling, the walls 
falling, we lay this foundation, we build this wall. 
In the darkness of this time when every spark of 
faith and hope is extinguished, let us now kindle 
this searchlight and let it bring tidings of light to 
those who walk in darkness.” 


BOOKS 








IN THE CAUSE OF DEMOCRACY 


IT IS LATER THAN YOU THINK. By Max Lerner. 
New York, 1938, Viking Press. Pp. 260. 


N THE growing literature on the vitalization of democ- 

racy Mr. Lernet’s book has rapidly occupied the promin- 
ent se which it deserves. It is a book distinguished by its 
combination of virtues in the intellectual and moral fields. 
Never was it more true than today that mere intelligence 
unaccompanied by a fearless re-examination of our past and 
present theories and prejudices is bound to prove barren, 
reactionary, and ruinous. Mr. Lerner’s book is refreshing 
through its virile and warm-hearted intelligence. 

The central theme of the book is the precarious condition 
of what Mr. Lerner calls the crisis-state of liberal democ- 
racy. This state, as exemplified by the Roosevelt adminis- 
tration in the U. S. and the Blum Government in France, 
tries to rebuild a highly hierarchical, socially rigid and 
crisis-shaken economic structure in line with the needs of 
the majority of its citizens, in a world which is forced by 
vital economic necessity to move toward some form or 


other of planned collectivism, be it under communism, fas- 
cism, or democracy. This thesis, of course, is not novel, 
nor does the book pretend to complete originality, but it 
abounds with brilliantly simple and impressive formulations 
behind which there is much re-thinking. 


What the book is concerned with is the clarification of 
the confused political discussion from the point of view of 
one who honestly believes in democracy as the political 
form of human decency. Take as a particularly important 
example Mr. Lernet’s discussion of the majority principle. 
The usual discussion of it runs in terms of the protection of 
minority rights and at best finds apologetic arguments for 
the rule of the majority. Mr. Lerner, contrariwise, while 
fully convinced, and convincing his reader, that the bill of 
tights must be unimpeachable and a legitimate opposition 
is indispensable for a healthy political structure, puts the 
minority rights in their proper place by refusing to let the 
minority block the way of the majority and to make democ- 
racy a minority rule. To put it differently, what he com- 
bats is the current confusion of democracy with liberalism, 
the liberal hollowing of democracy in a society where large 
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inequalities of economic standing and consequential social 
and political influence may shift liberal minority rights into 
anti-democratic minority ona He emphasizes the 
needs of the people and asserts its rights because he 
believes in the people. 


Of the wealth of his observations and re-valuations under 
that principle a review can give no adequate idea. It is in 
the nature of a review rather to point to what may appear 
to be shortcomings of the work under review. To this re- 
viewer it seems that Mr. Lerner’s book is not fully balanced 
inasmuch as he is more emphatic on economic needs and 
forces than specific and accurate in his social and economic 
analysis —a fact that cannot fail to affect his political 
analysis too. 


While various phases of his discussion of economic plan- 
ning permit different interpretations, his main point seems 
to be that planning requires “mechanisms for socially de- 
w nage and coordinating price, production, consump- 
tion, trade and investment policies” (p. 145). Germany's 
economy is not recognized as a fully legitimate planned 
economy because she is said to leave too much liberty to the 
great banks and the heavy industries. In other passages 
Mr. Lerner correctly points out that planning is only a 
technique and may serve different political ends, so that it 
is these political ends which decide our judgment on any 
given planned economy. But while the passages quoted 
above are not literally incorrect, their emphasis seems to 
lie rather on the all-inclusiveness of the plan, under strict 
majority control representative of democracy. But in a 
political treatise the problem as set forth by Lerner would 
require an investigation into the majority forces willing and 
able to carry through such a program, and Mr. Lerner 
speaks only of Labor as heading toward planning, unaware 
of the fact that Labor is only a minority even if it were or- 
ganized to a much higher degree than it is now. He does 
not suggest that labor impose its program of a proletarian 
all-inclusive planned economy upon the farmers and other 
middle classes, as it did in Russia and could do there owing 
to the unique social conditions of that backward country; 
on the contrary he expects, in spite of the failure of the 
Popular Front in France, a synthesis of the values of both 
groups to be worked out as the foundation of a truly 
democratic structure. 


The main objection to all this is that it is very vague and 
does not approach the real problems. The formulations re- 
garding the technique of planning, in particular the contrast 
he draws between Russian all-inclusive planning and the 
allegedly incomplete German planned economy seem to 
imply the popular notion, cherished by communists and re- 
jected by others, that planned economy cannot but be pro- 
letarian and all-inclusive. His hints, on the other hand, of 
the necessary reconciliation of labor and middle class points 
of view implies a different and much more diversified struc- 
ture. If he were acquainted with the voluminous recent 
literature on the economic theory of planning he could have 
pointed out the economic technique of that reconciliation. 
Whether planned or unplanned, any modern rational econ- 
omy has to use the identical cost-price calculation as the 
standard of rational orientation in the thicket of rival deci- 
sions. This makes it possible to combine in one economic 
system individualistic and socialized sectors and to have one 
flow of cost-prices permeate and integrate them. Which 
combinations fulfill the minimum technical requirement for 
securing a smooth proportional growth of the economic sys- 
tem is the problem of economic analysis. And which of these 
combinations is politically feasible is the problem of poli- 
tical analysis; a constructive democratic statesmanship has 
to develop the political principle to integrate the diversified 
structure politically and spiritually. In both respects Lerner 
gives his readers no substantial lead beyond his very valu- 
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able explanation of the general principles of a genuine 
democracy. 

His judgment on Soviet Russia is another manifestation 
of the same fundamental weakness of his position. He 
leaves no doubt that he abhors the tyrannical methods of 
Russia, but he attributes them exclusively to the tyrannical 
tradition of that country. He ought to have added that 
Russia imposed a uniform proletarian-collectivist pattern of 
life and work on a rural majority to which this was utterly 
alien, and that this end could be achieved only by establish- 
ing and maintaining dictatorial force, in the absence of any 
possible democratic consent. In other words, this proce- 
dure is politically opposed to the democratic procedure en- 
visaged by Mr. Lerner, because the program of conformism 
to a ideals is opposed to the democratic synthesis 
looked for by Mr. Lerner. Had he been more explicit on 
these crucial points of interrelation of economic mechan- 
isms, social structure, and political forms, he would have 
further strengthened the cause which he serves so admir- 
ably in his more general discussions. _EDUARD HEIMANN 


NOVEL VS. CHRONICLE 


ROOTS IN THE SKY. By Sidney Meller. 579 pp. New 
York. Macmillan. $3.00. 


S A CHRONICLE “Roots in the Sky” is shrewd, 

honest, and altogether true. As a novel, it is over- 
long, pedestrian, and tries to tell too much. Its characters 
are rather transparent, its moments of inner drama too fre- 
quently unrealized, and it lacks that internal logic without 
which any creative effort is doomed to remain something of 
an amorphous mass. 


The principal thread in the story of Rabbi Elchanan 
Drobnen and Chana, his wife, and their six children is 
well-known and oft repeated. It is again the conflict be- 
tween two ways of life, the old and the new. In his flight 
from Russia in the closing years of the last century, the 
Rabbi carries with him the self-sufficient culture and absol- 
ute values of traditional Judaism, and in his steadfast ab- 
sorption in them he remains untouched by the conflicts and 
strife around him. His children, five of them of American 
birth, epitomize the disintegration of this culture and its 
values, under the impact of the bewildering maze which is 
America. Chana, the Rebitzen, serves as the lense of ortho- 
doxy, as its perspective, through which is seen this process 
of disintegration, as her “pot of children” pursue their 
various ways. 

Another thread in the story, that of the Adams Street 
Shul in a West Coast city, has perhaps never before re- 
ceived the comprehensive and perspicacious treatemnt given 
it in this book. The synagogue’s petty power politics, its 
bitter jealousies, its warring cliques, its President and Sec- 
retaries, its meetings and elections, are captured faithfully, 
in all their tragi-comic tawdriness. The life of the Drob- 
nens is closely interwoven with that of the Shul. There 
are the periods of heartbreaking poverty on Alta Lane, 
of affluence that comes with Prohibition and Sacramental 
wine, and of poverty once more when the crash bears down 
with it the wealth of the Drobnens which Leo had so 
thoughtfully invested in stocks and Real Estate. The 
closing chapters, in which the Rabbi is eased out of his 
position through insidious political maneuvering are per- 
haps the finest in the book. 

The story is all here, real and true every bit of it. But 
the trouble is that Mr. Meller cannot resist the tempta- 
tion to be all-embracing. He tries to tell us something 
like the complete truth concerning this particular section 
of American Jewish life. But the complete truth about any 
section of life, no matter how small, can never be retold, 
short of a complete reliving of it; and literature is not a re- 
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living of life, it is, by virtue of its selectivity, a critique of 
life. Even historical writing must employ some principle 
of selection, must decide what to tell and what to leave 
untold. And the principle of selection operative in the 
writing of a novel is even narrower, even more selective, 
and must be dictated by the internal logic of the novel’s 
characters and events. Often, material which to the 
chronicler is of great documentary value, because it is 
illustrative of the thought patterns of a period or of a 
group’s way of life, is consigned to the waste-paper 
basket by the novelist, because it impedes the development 
of his story. Mr. Meller will have to acquire the knack 
of using his waste-paper basket more generously. In the 
meantime, the most significant criticism of “Roots in the 
Sky” is that its truth, its logic, and unity, are largely 
historical rather than esthetic, documentary rather than 
structural. 


Many a page in the book is filled with faithfully ob- 
served detail of ritual and rites, of customs and foods, 
of holy books and principles of faith. However, so much 
of this detail lies inert. It is neither brought to life by 
its significant place in the novel, nor does it contribute 
to the structure of the novel by its symbolic reference to 
other elements in it. So much of it is merely an adding 
up, a cluttering up of the book with more of the same 
thing. The incident of the milk boiling over while the 
Rebitzen asks about David is an interesting observation 
on the food habits of a group, but has no relation to any- 
thing else in the book. The detailed description of the 
Passover ‘Seder’, with its Rabbinical disputations and in- 
terpretations, is good cultural history, but the novel is 
not enriched thereby. Such instances can be multiplied 
without end. 


But there are many finely wrought, amusing passages 
in the book. The Rebitzen’s visit to the teacher, in con- 
nection with Leo’s alleged theft of the faucet handle, is 
one of the best. The pages that rise to a moving poetic 
intensity are few and far between, but they are an in- 
dication of the direction in which the cultivation of Mr. 
Meller’s talents may lead. The restrained wistfulness of 
the following is a good example: 


“Rabbi Drobnen thought, “Where are my sons?’ 
David attended, but even he not always. Aba no 
longer appeared on Saturdays. Leo, in another city, 
did as he pleased. Irving, even when in the city, 
rarely attended shul. Whence comes the spring, 
whence the new leaves, the fresh strong growth? 
There was no growth, nor promise of growth. Only 
the old, flushed leaves hung on, swaying in the wind, 
and one drifted off and another, and there was no 
promise for spring.” 


It is somehow reminiscent of T. S. Eliot’s lines from 
“The Wasteland”’: 


“A heap of broken images, where the sun beats, 

And the dead tree gives no shelter, the cricket no 
relief, 

And the dry stone no sound of water. Only 

There is shadow under this red rock . . .” 


The similarity appears to be more than merely accidental 
when we recall that “desert” is uséd throughout the book 
as a symbol for the America which destroys the traditional 
pattern of the life of the Drobnens. 


It ought to be pointed out that, to readers with a knowl- 
edge of Hebrew, Mr. Meller’s strange and inconsistent 
transliteration of Hebrew words and phrases will be a 
constant source of annoyance. 


ISAAC FRANCK 
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ORE SO than most art forms, Drama tends to lag 

behind life. The Chamberlains of yesteryear pro- 
vide the plots and sub-plots of theatrical tomorrow. In- 
deed, playwrights themselves are often mental feather- 
weights. For every Henrik Ibsen, there lurk a carload of 
Noel Cowards. 

Yet, increasingly, American Drama is abandoning polite 
nothing and the adulterous drawing-room for the social, 
political and economic arena. Art, instead of imitating, 
dares grapple with life. Perhaps those lusty waifs, radio 
and the documentary film, insist upon it. The March of 
Time’s newsreel, The Refugee Today and Tomorrow, with 
all its oversimplification and omissions, challenges the pre- 
cise diction of say a Maurice Evans’ Hamlet. 

Curious how the drum has been beaten for American 
democracy this year. American Landscape depicts a des- 
cendant of the founding fathers, forced to sell his factory 
and land to promoters of a nature-loving Nazi-bund camp. 
Everywhere I Roam, a confused agrarian hymn; Abe Lin- 
coln in Illinois, a topical, significant, structurally deficient 
biographical paean; The American Way, a lavish patriotic 
spectacle. One of the latter two plays will very likely 
capture the redoubtable Pulitzer Prize. 

Even the buffeted 2nd Ave. Yiddish Theatre (whom 
nay-sayers have been interring since the turn of the century) 
has deserted flesh and blood thrillers and schmaltz musicals, 
for timely theatre. Who Is Who, Maurice Schwartz's pro- 
duction of Leivick’s unpoetic, technically-wanting play 
about assimilation, is fresh as tonight’s headlines. Briefly, 
it portrays the spiritual conflict of a de-Judaized refugee 
professor in Connecticut who spares his collegiate son and 
daughter (crippled in a Tzarist pogrom) the painful reality 
of their Jewish heritage. Only the threatened publication 
of the professor's biography crystalizes the conflict and 
ae il resolves it. More ambitious but equally as un- 
satisfying was its earlier production of Sholem Asch’s 
turbulent Three Cities. Still, the Yiddish Art Theatre 
lives and breathes. 

A yeoman service to Yiddish culture has been contri- 
buted by the Federal Theatre (WPA), now in its fourth 
year. Its Jewish Theatre of the Air is doing Chaver 
Paver’s East-side Clinton Street while the theatre project is 
preparing Leivick’s Sodom and currently performing Clif- 
ford Odets’ domestic drama, Awake and Sing! Though 
translation often dehumanizes a script, Lem Ward's version 
compares favorably with the Group Theatre’s slicker, more 
melodramatic and linguistically objectionable interpretation. 
The boychiks Yiddish-ize themselves with alarming natur- 
alness. 

Odets’ Rocket to the Moon confuses Bronx and America, 
Rage and Revolution. Essentially, it portrays a hen-pecked 
dentist, enamored of his secretary, who “awakens” in a dis- 
honest, mystic ending. Love is not “‘poundcake”’ or a “‘sun- 
day-suit,” we are told, but something to which one must 
bring a full and balanced life. When the dentist echoes 
Lenin “facts are stubborn things, Cleo,” he is being idio- 
matically absurd. One of the clowns, sports of the Drama, 
Clifford Odets obscures his intellectual shortcomings with 
his structural and linguistic “tricks”. 

Plays on religion turn up with increasing ———- 
Latest are Here Comes the Clown, a pretentious, cloudy plea 
for pure Catholicism; a moving, lyric gem, The White 
Steed, which vividly recaptures Ireland’s joyous spirit. A 
streamlined, modern-dress Merchant of Venice with a 
courtroom Portia broadcasting, was recently given by the 
Brooklyn Brattleboro players. Worthy of note is the 
energetic series of 26 weekly broadcasts Americans All, 

Immigrants All over the Columbia Broadcasting System 
under the auspices of the Department of the Interior. 
J. H. PoLLack 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE 
CHAPTERS 


NEW YORK: The Bronx Council 
has made final plans for the Geverk- 
shaften Campaign and the Youth 
Training Project. At a meeting that 
was held by Bronx Group No. 1, Miss 
Rose Stoloff, National Vice-Chairman, 
spoke on “Youth in Palestine.” That 
meeting inaugurated the Youth Train- 
ing Project among the Bronx member- 
ship. The Bronx Council has also 
been active on the Jewish National 
Fund. They inscribed the names of 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Goldstein in the 
Golden Book of the Jewish National 
Fund, in celebration of their 25th wed- 
ding anniversary. Another Golden 
Book inscription will be made in honor 
of the Silver Wedding Anniversary of 
Mr. and Mrs. B. Simon. 


Two new Bronx chapters have been 
recently formed, one headed by Dr. S. 
Brodman as chairman and Mrs. Shirley 
Brodman as secretary, and the other, 
headed by Mr. Alfred Brooks as chair- 
man and Mrs. Harold Schneider as 
secretary. These groups show good 
prospects for developing into active 
chapters. The Bronx Young People’s 
Chapter has had election of officers. 
Arthur Levy was elected chairman, 
Lucille Blatt, vice-chairman, and Ruth 
Grushkin, corresponding _ secretary, 
Ruth Sarnow, recording secretary, Ed- 
ward Glantz, treasurer. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S COUNCIL: 
has held the first lecture of its open 
forum series. Mr. Aaron O. Wein- 
berg, attorney and leading member of 
the League, addressed the audience on 
“Jewish Youth in Palestine.” The 
next open forum will be held on Sun- 
day evening, February 12. Rabbi 
Milton Steinberg of Park Avenue Syn- 
agogue, will speak on “Jewish Youth 
and Democracy.” The forums are 
held at the Central Jewish Institute, 
125 East 85th Street, New York City. 


BROOKLYN CHAPTER under the 
chairmanship of Harry A. Harrison, 
has worked out intensive plans for the 
promotion of the Youth Training Pro- 
ject, which they expect to carry out on 
a large scale. j 

FLATBUSH CHAPTER, headed by 
Dr. Birnkrant, has already made part 
of its contribution to the Youth Train- 
ing Project, and is now continuing 
with its cultural and fund-raising 
activities. 

EVA BERKOWITZ chapter was 
addressed by Mr. Moshe Davis, on the 
“Renaissance of Hebrew Culture.” 


They are planning an undertaking for 
the Project. 

KADIMAH chapter has had a 
theatre party, the proceeds of which 
went for the Project, and it is now 
planning a major undertaking for the 
same purpose. Its cultural and social 
program embraces a variety of very in- 
teresting activities, such as, arts and 
crafts, group singing, dramatics, and a 
lecture series to be given by members 
of the group at their general meetings. 

Mr. H. Asheri, co-editor of the book 
“Jews and Arabs in Palestine,” ad- 
dressed the last meeting of the Sunny- 
side Chapter. His subject was the 
refugee problem. 

BROWNSVILLE HEBREW- 
SPEAKING chapter will hold a social, 
the proceeds of which will go towards 
the quota of the Project. 

THE SUMMER SEMINAR held its 
reunion last month, at which a marvel- 
ous musical program was rendered by 
Werner Lywen, assistant concert mas- 
ter at the Metropolitan Opera House, 
Salvador Ley, pianist, and the Choral 
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_ SOLD NEW YORK OFFERS 








FOREST - FRESH 
EASTERN MINKS 
$4,500 
Trencher Mink Masterpieces, each 
pelt p ll h for its 


fresh, rich, natural beauty. 






































*277 Grand Street, New York 

















th a ttl | 


{ MODERN SCHOOL { 
\ CARMEL, N. Y. \ 


(Near Lake Carmel, Route 52) ( 
Ja Progressive school for bore and girls 
aged four to fourteen. Small groups—in- 
| SPidual attention, developing initiative 
and self-discipline. Reasonable rates: 
Write or Phone 
\ Jas. H. Dick, Hamilton Terrace, N. Y. \ 
N. Y. Tel. EDgecombe 4-6259 
| Modern School, Carmel, N.Y. 
Tel. Carmel 
Os ncacoesasiniateneinaleaasDiteeg aerate 





“DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST" 





2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Between 81st-82nd Streets 
ENdicott 2-2030 
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An *Artist Invites You ( 
to . . . his 100 acre farm 
. glorious country 
. superlative cooking 
. congenial company . 
.-seasonal sports and fun ' 
. . . fireplace, books ) 
Just 55 miles from New York 
at Hopewell Junction, N. Y. ) 
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Society, under the direction of Av Sol- 
tes, with Channa Amsterdam as solo- 
ist. 
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THE CHORAL SOCIETY, un- 
der the direction of Av Soltes, with 
the assistance of Salvador Ley, pian- 
ist, has made exceptional progress 
in the few months of its existence. 
They participated in a Folk Festival 
in the Manhattan Opera House, and 
carried off the honors for their mas- 
terful performance. The society 
meets regularly on Tuesdays, from 
8-10 P. M., at the Jewish Teachers’ 
Seminary, 32 East 22nd Street, New 
York City. All those who are in- 
terested in joining, are requested to 
come up for a try out. 











CHICAGO: The chapters of the 
League in Chicago are now actively 
participating in the Geverkshaften 
Campaign. Their delegation at the 
Campaign Conference assumed a sub- 
stantial quota for the present year. 

The Albany Park Chapter has ar- 
ranged a monthly open forum series in 
connection with its membership drive. 
The next session will be held on Wed- 
nesday, February 8th. Rabbi Morton 
Berman, well-known lecturer, will ad- 
dress the forum. 

The Rogers Park Chapter has had 
two functions, the proceeds of which 
were allocated to the Geverkshaften 
Campaign. They are now proceeding 
with arrangements for further fund- 
raising and cultural activities. 

PHILADELPHIA: The monthly 
open forum series of the Philadelphia 
chapter has become an outstanding, in- 
stitution not only of the League but of 
the community as a whole. Dr. Heinz 
Leipmann, well-known writer and lec- 
turer, spoke at the last forum to a cap- 
acity audience. The next forum will 
be held on Monday night, February 27, 
at the Stephen Gerard Hotel. Dr. 
Sholom Spiegel, author and lecturer, 
will be the guest speaker. Rabbi Ab- 
raham Millgram, chairman of the Pro- 
ject Committee, reports on the inten- 
sive drive that they have started on the 
promotion of the Youth Training Pro- 
ject. They are planning a Donor Din- 
ner to be given in April. A souvenir 
program will be issued in connection 
therewith. 

DETROIT has sent in $200 on ac- 
count of its quota for the Project. The 
members are now engaged in the Gev- 
erkshaften Campaign, for which they 
expect to raise a substantial amount. 
The newly-formed young people’s 
chapter, under the chairmanship of 
Gerald M. Beck, is making fine pro- 
gress. 

LOS ANGELES: Mr. Samuel Ab- 
rams, chairman of the Council, reports 


good progress on the promotion of the 
Youth Training Project. The chap- 
ters are also actively engaged in the 
Geverkshaften Campaign which is now 
in progress. 

CAMDEN: Dr. Alexander S. Ko- 
hanski, national secretary, will address 
the Camden chapter at a meeting to 
be held on Tuesday night, February 7, 
at the Beth El Temple. 

SPRINGFIELD (Mass.) :Mr. Stan- 
ley A. Ginsburgh reports of the very 
fine progress the chapter is making in 
obtaining new members and in pro- 
moting the Project. 

MINNEAPOLIS is proceeding with 
raising its quota for the Project, and 
enrolling new members. 
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ST. PAUL has had its mid-winter 
party, the proceeds of which were al- 
located to the Project. 

HARTFORD is preparing a real 
treat for its Third Seder program. It 
will stage David Pinski’s latest play, 
“G'ulah” (Redemption). The mem- 
ory of the excellent perfromance given 
by the chapter at its Third Seder last 
year still lingers in the minds of those 
who attended the affair . . . Their per- 
formance at the forthcoming Third 
Seder will undoubtedly surpass all ex- 
pectations. The chapter has sent in 
$23 on account of its quota for the 
Youth Training Project, and is now 
proceeding with further arrangements 
for its fund-raising activities. 
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“Gee, Mom, Were They All Poor People?” 


*“‘Not exactly poor, Bobby. They had money. But they didn’t have 
all the nice things that we have—a radio, and electric lights, and a 


vacuum cleaner. They didn’t have electricity, or automobiles, or air- 
planes. Most of those things hadn’t even been invented.”’ 


VEN as late as 1900, only one American home in every seven had 
a bathtub; one in 13 had a telephone; one home in 30 had elec- 
tric lights. There were only 8000 automobiles. Manufactured prod- 


ucts were scarce and expensive. 


Today there are 20 million bathtubs, 18 million telephones, 22 mil- 
lion wired homes, 25 million automobiles, and millions of other 
manufactured products which were unheard of in 1900 but are now 
plentiful and sell at a fraction of their former cost. 

General Electric scientists and engineers, by applying electrical 
methods to the tasks of industry, have helped to provide us with the 
many products that contribute to our comfort and convenience, and 
to the hundreds of services which we enjoy today. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred 
dollars for every dollar they have earned for General Electric 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 
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IN THE POALE ZION 
PARTY 


Central Committee Endorses 
$20,000,000 Appeal 

At the recent session of the Central 
Committee a resolution was adopted 
endorsing the $20,000,000 campaign 
of “United Jewish Appeal for Ref- 
ugees.” This united appeal is a mer- 
ger of three fund-raising agencies: the 
United Palestine Appeal, the Joint 
Distribution Committee, and the 
National Coordinating Committee. 


The slogan of the United Appeal is to 
rehabilitate the Jewish refugees from 
Germany in Palestine and other coun- 
tries. Should the campaign be success- 
ful it is estimated that about $6,000,- 
000 will be allocated to the United 
Palestine Appeal. 


. In a special message to all the 
branches, the Central Committee urged 

all members to take an active part in 

the $20,000,000 campaign. 

Shekel Campaign 

Early in March the Labor Zionist 
movement will hold a national confer- 
ence in New York which will include 
representatives of the Poale Zion 
Party, Jewish National Workers’ Alli- 
ance, Pioneer Women’s Organization, 
League for Labor Palestine, Young 
Poale Zion Alliance, and Hashomer 
Hatzair. At this conference the Labor 
Zionist movement will adopt a plat- 
form for the elections to the 21st 
Zionist Congress and will work out 
plans for the sale of at least 150,000 
Shkolim. 

Organizational Campaign 

For the past two months the Party 
has been engaged in a membership 
drive. Chaver Pincas Rashish, secre- 
tary of the world Hechalutz and mem- 
ber of the kibbutz Givat HaShlosha, 
completed a two month tour of the 
country in the interests of the mem- 
bership drive and the Oifboi fund. 
Chaver Rashish visited nearly all the 
branches of the Party including the far 
west. 

Chaver L. Rubinstein is now sta- 
tioned in Chicago from where he is 
now directing the membership cam- 
paign throughout the middle west. 


New Branches 


During the past few weeks several 
new branches have been organized in 
Detroit, Dorchester, and in the Bronx. 
In Detroit the group consists of grad- 
uates of the Young Poale Zion Alli- 
ance. Dena Goldsmith is the secretary 
of the branch. The Dorchester branch 
was organized with the help of Chaver 
Yak Rycus. Some of the members are 
graduates of the Hebrew Teachers’ 
College. The Bronx group will have 
its official installation on February 19. 
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“Quothe the Raven Never More’. Will you 
find a more congenial atmosphere than at 


2 
RAVEN LODGE 


416—3rd STREET LAKEWOOD, N. J. 
Gole and Boobar Tel. Lakewood 922 














Dr. Sokol to Make Lecture Tour 
Dr. Saul Sokol, head of the Poale 
Zion Party in Austria, and one of the 
leaders of the Jewish Kehila in Vien- 
na, is coming to America February 3 
at the invitation of the Poale Zion and 
the Jewish National Workers’ Alli- 
ance. He will make a lecture tour. 








ZINDOREST PARK 
"ee MONROE, N. Y. 
Phone 7755 
Formerly a _ millionaire’s 


estate. 150 acres of most 
beautiful country. 


All modern equipment and 
all facilities for sports.— 
Make early reservations. 


OPEN ALL YEAR 











is preferred for choicest lo- 
cation, homey atmosphere 
and excellent cuisine. 
Moderate Rates 
59 Madison Avenue 
Lakewood, N. J. 
Tel. Lakewood 287 or 963 
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MAUD’S WINTER RAY 
SQUANKUM RD. LAKEWOOD, N. J. 
Amidst a ten-acre park of pines 
Excellent Cuisine—Diets arranged 
Sports — Library — Music — Ice-Skating 
Moderate Rates Phone: Lakewood 261 
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<2’—s0 relates an old, old legend. 
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